
 

Committee Members 

Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Jose Biller, MD; Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD;  
Jacqueline French, MD; Na Tosha Gatson, MD, PhD; James Grotta, MD; Walter 
Koroshetz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS; Ronald 
Petersen, MD, PhD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Gordon Smith, MD; Reisa Sperling, MD, 
MMSc; Phyllis C. Zee, MD; David Dodick, MD; Paul George, MD, PhD; 
Mary Post, MBA, CAE 

Staff Jane Ransom, ED; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Samantha Ross; Michelle Maxwell 

AGENDA ITEM   PRESENTED BY 

1. Call to Order
Approval of the July 15, 2022 minutes

Robert Griggs, MD 

2. Research Advisory Committee Terms and
Nominations Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD 

3. Neuroinflammation Initiative Update Jacqueline French, MD 

4. Neuroinflammation Initiative Fundraising Jane Ransom, ED 

5. 2023 Scientific Breakthrough Award Robert Griggs, MD 

6. Health Disparities Seed Grants Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD 

Adjourn 

Meeting Materials: 

• Minutes of July 15, 2022 (p. 2)
• Neuroinflammation Initiative Project Summary (p. 5)
• Neuroinflammation Initiative Donor Prospects (p. 7)
• Draft Health Disparities Seed Grants RFP (p. 8)
• 2023-2024 Next Generation Research Grants (p. 11)

AMERICAN BRAIN FOUNDATION 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

October 14, 2022 
 3:00 p.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call 

Zoom link: 
https://aan.zoom.us/j/94470803106?pwd=NmpFeTZ2c2o1elovN0NzeWxLRStjZz09 
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Leet me American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

July 15, 2022 
3:00 p.m. ET / 2:00 p.m. CT / 1:00 p.m. MT / 12:00 p.m. PT 

Zoom Call 

Meeting Minutes 

In Attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Jose Biller, MD; Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD; Jacqueline 
French, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS; Reisa Sperling, MD, MMSc; 
Phyllis C. Zee, MD; David Dodick, MD; 

Guest: Jeffrey Rosenfeld, MD, PhD 

Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Samantha Ross; 

Excused: Na Tosha Gatson, MD, PhD; Paul George, MD, PhD; James Grotta, MD; Walter 
Koroshetz, MD; Ronald Petersen, MD, PhD; Michelle Maxwell; Mary Post, MBA, CAE; Sue 
Rodemeyer; Eugene Scharf, MD; Gordon Smith, MD; 

Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Dr. Robert Griggs at 2:01 p.m. CT. The meeting 
minutes of April 22nd, 2022, were approved. Guest Jeffrey Rosenfeld was introduced. 

2023 Scientific Breakthrough Award – presented by Berch Griggs and Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD 

- Nominations are open (via the AAN platform) and needed. Deadline will be August 1. Last
year’s winner, Dr. Hauser, is now chairing our Neuroinflammation Initiative, so the
connections we make with this award do echo in our later work. Past nominees are already
being considered.

2023 Next Generation Research Grants – presented by Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD 

- 15 awards available to early-career researchers, applications due September 1st via the
AAN’s website. We do need reviewers, and selection calls will be held November 3rd. Please
spread the word!

- Dr. George wanted to express a worry that more “general” researchers might not find a way
to channel their work into an application, but it appears that these fifteen awards do cover a
wide range of conditions. Furthermore, some awards that are not represented in the 2023
group may return in 2024.

Neuroinflammation Initiative – Presented by Berch Griggs 

- We’ve put together a ten-member scientific committee to develop the scope and scale of the
initiative, chaired by the aforementioned Dr. Hauser. There is also some international
presence represented among those ten members.

- ABF Staff will meet with potential funding partners in late July/early August for their input on
shaping the award, as well as funding it. Following the LBD initiative, partners (both disease-
focused organizations as well as industry) expressed an interest in being more active
participants in creating the scope of the award.
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- We’re hoping to find a focus that will “lift all boats”, and really embody the spirit of “cure one,
cure many”. How can we create bridges among researchers, and get out of the silo model?

- We’re asking the represented groups what their focuses are and hope to find themes that tie
conditions together.

- Goal is to offer the award or awards as part of the Academy’s 2024 cycle, with application
process to happen in 2023.

- We might want to invite Dr. Hauser to a future RAC meeting to discuss developments.

Strategic Planning Discussion – Research – Presented by Berch Griggs 

- Drafting the mission and vision of the ABF, and how can the RAC come up with strategies
that accomplish our goals? How do we measure success?

o Mission: To accelerate breakthrough research across all brain diseases and optimize
brain health for everyone.

o Vision: Life without brain disease.
- Do our programs focus as much on general brain health and prevention as it should? Other

organizations are focusing on prevention and mitigation of risk factors, rather than simply
cures. Other health focuses (heart, cancer, etc.) have made this leap, and it might serve us
well to consider following suit.

o Dr. Sperling: “Mechanisms of resiliency” is a great focus, even if it’s not the easiest
thing to fund. There’s no partner organization, like there is for Alzheimer’s or MS, but
it’s still vital.
 Sleep, exercise, and a balanced diet are universally good for you…but why?

o Dr. Mehler would like to see a focus on diseases that have yet to manifest into
symptoms, when conditions are often too complex or too far gone to treat.
 He also brings up that many “brain diseases” start outside of the brain or

have mechanisms that involve other parts of the body, even beyond the
nervous system.

- Research Position Statement: “The ABF is the partner uniting across all brain diseases and
disorders. The ABF recognizes that when we cure one, we cure many. The ABF foregrounds
interdisciplinary research. The ABF prioritizes outstanding collaborations between those
working to prevent, treat, and cure brain diseases.”

o Could potentially combine: “Foregrounds interdisciplinary research that recognizes
that when we cure one, we cure many.”

- Dr. Biller: Could we be targeting our message to a younger audience, when education on
other forms of health (healthy diets, exercise, tobacco/drug prevention) are often so
prevalent? TBI prevention, for example.

- Are we on the right track regarding health equity?
o One of the AAN research awards is focused on health disparities.
o Specifically funding minority scholars is also a worthwhile focus.

 The AAN has a pipeline of programs that support diverse scholars. This could
be another great opportunity for collaboration between our organizations.

o An additional seed grant was given this year in Autism research that also addresses
disparities.

- Opportunities:
o DEI Support

 Health disparities research (CRTS, seed grants, etc)
 Support for researchers underrepresented in medicine
 COVID-19 neurologic impact, particularly on underrepresented communities

o General (non-disease specific) early career awards
o Large-scale research initiatives that “lift all boats” (Cure one, cure many)
o Generative collaboration with AAN Science Committee around research priorities.

- The AAN has been restrictive when it comes to in-industry representation on the planning
stage of an initiative. The perception is that many will have different priorities when it comes
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to an initiative’s goals. Do we accept pharma companies’ input when we put these together? 
The team seemed generally positive, with some cautions. 

o How can we break down the silos between academia and industry in a way that
effectively moves research forward?

o Dr. Zee: “I think that they can participate but not have a vote in who or what gets
funded.”

o Dr. Mehler commented that the lack of contact with elite scientists in the
pharmaceutical industry while on the AAN Science Committee limited a lot of
potential for growth.

o Dr. Rosenfeld noted that some pharma researchers may be limited by restrictions
placed on them by their own companies.

o Dr. French: We just need to be aware of conflicts of interest.

Meeting adjourned at 3:27 pm. 
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Harnessing Neuroinflammation 

 

The American Brain Foundation (ABF) is launching a $10M, multi-year funding initiative 
to support research to understand neuroinflammation as an underlying mechanism of 
brain disease and brain health. Neuroinflammation contributes to numerous diseases 
and affects all stages of life, from fetal development to aging.  

Need for Research 

Nearly every major pediatric, adult, and geriatric neurological and neuropsychiatric 
disorder involves complex changes in the brain’s inflammatory response. Understanding 
the contribution of inflammatory pathways at the molecular, cellular, and systems levels 
will allow us to more precisely target diseases as disparate as Alzheimer’s disease,  
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, ALS, Huntington’s disease, stroke, brain tumor, 
epilepsy, migraine, chronic pain, myopathy and neuropathy, traumatic brain injury, 
meningitis, and COVID-19 associated brain disease. Together, these diseases affect 
60% of the US population and at least 3 billion people worldwide and attack the 
essence of what makes us human: thought, speech, emotion, and movement.  

Emerging insights regarding both the disease-associated and neuroprotective/neuro-
regenerative roles of neuroinflammation create extraordinary opportunities to harness 
the potential of the immune system to treat, repair, and even cure some of the most 
pernicious brain disorders, and to extend the healthy lifespan.  

Project Scope 

The American Brain Foundation seeks multidisciplinary proposals to identify novel 
inflammation-based mechanisms, pathways, biomarkers, therapies, and/or technologies 
that have potential to produce significant clinical advances against neurodegenerative, 
developmental, autoimmune, inflammatory, or neuromuscular diseases. 

We will encourage applications that involve: 

• Mechanistic studies embedded in ongoing clinical trials 
• Cross-institutional collaborations between academic institutions and industry 
• Studies exploring immunologic commonalities of neurologic diseases 
• Development or use of novel disease models 
• Bedside human investigations, including interventional and imaging studies, to 

characterize circuits, function, or cell type specific pathologies or vulnerabilities. 
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• Study teams that include members at all levels of training, including early stage
investigators, and scientists with diverse backgrounds and expertise

• Robust data sharing

Projects may range in scale from a single $10M “Great Idea” proposal, to $3M 
“Investigator Team” awards, to NIH-style $750K “Single Investigator” awards, all paid in 
annual installments over 3 years, based on continued evidence of meaningful discovery 
in progress reports.   

The American Academy of Neurology (AAN) – the ABF’s founder and research partner, 
and the largest organization of neurologists in the world – will supply its top scientists to 
vet research proposals. The awards issued from this funding initiative will also be 
administered by AAN. 

Timeline 

The ABF anticipates collaborating with funding partners in January and February 2023 
to develop the award RFP. Applications will be solicited in a two-step process of an LOI 
followed by invited proposals; an RFP will be issued in June 2023. Funding to the 
selected recipient(s) will start in January 2024. 

Funding 

The ABF is seeking funding from nonprofit organizations, industry, foundations, and 
individuals. Funding commitments may include multi-year pledges, with first payments 
due in January 2024, corresponding with the anticipated first payments to recipients. 

The ABF must have commitments for at least 50% of the total project budget of $10M 
by January 1, 2023 in order to “green light” issuing an RFP in June 2023.  
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Org. Name Type

Previous ABF 

Funder?

Prev. Amount 

Funded Prev. Project Funded

Attended May 

22 NI Call?

Proposed NI Ask 

Amount

AbbVie/Allergan Pharma Yes 135,000$     Goadsby No $250,000

Alector Pharma No No

Alexion Pharma Yes 92,800$       22 MG CRTS No $250,000

ALS Association Partner Yes 546,000$     23-24 ALS CRTS/CSDA Yes $500,000

Alzheimer's Association Partner Yes 1,500,000$        COCM LBD Yes

Alzheimer's Research UK NPO No Yes $2,000,000

American Epilepsy Society Partner Yes 50,000$       23 Epilepsy CRTS Yes $300,000

American Heart Association Partner Yes 75,000$       23 Stroke CRTS Yes $2,000,000

Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration Partner Yes 100,000$     23 FTD CRTS No $500,000

Biogen Pharma No No $250,000

Biohaven Pharma Yes 250,000$     Goadsby No $500,000

Bluefield Foundation NPO No No

Brin Wojcicki Foundation NPO No No

Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS) Pharma No Yes $2,000,000

Chan Zuckerberg Foundation NPO No No

Cure Alzheimer's Fund NPO No No

Cure PSP NPO No No

CURE Epilepsy NPO No Yes $500,000

Dementia Discovery Fund NPO No No $1,000,000

Denali Pharma No No

Eisai Pharma Yes 85,000$       

22 Disparities CRTS

21 Epilepsy CRTS No $250,000

Epilepsy Foundation Partner Yes 50,000$       23 Epilepsy CRTS No

FTD Disorders Registry NPO No No

Foundation for Peripheral Neuropathy Partner Yes 300,000$     23 PN CRTSs Yes $250,000

Gates Foundation/Gates Ventures NPO No No

Genentech Pharma Yes 15,000$       C2C Yes $2,000,000

I AM ALS NPO No No

International Progressive MS Alliance NPO No No

Johnson & Johnson Pharma No No

McKnight Brain Research Foundation Partner Yes 1,500,000$        23-27 McKnight CTRSs No $1,000,000

Merck Pharma No No

Michael J Fox Foundation NPO Yes 1,500,000$        LBD No

Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma America Pharma Yes 25,000$       21 ALS CRTSs/CSDA No $250,000

National MS Society Partner No Yes $2,000,000

Novartis Pharma No No $500,000

Pfizer Pharma No No

Roche Pharma No No

Tau Consortium NPO No No

Zuckerman Foundation NPO No No

Total Proposed Ask Amount: $16,050,000
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DRAFT RFA: 

Promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia 
Research 

This pilot grant aims to provide seed funds for research with the potential to increase 
knowledge about Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias in populations that have 
been excluded from or underrepresented in research. Early- and mid-career 
researchers or clinicians are encouraged to apply; applicants must hold an MD or PhD 
(or equivalent) by the start of the grant. 

This award will consist of a commitment of $100,000 for 12 months. Supplementation of 
the award with other grants is encouraged. Preference will be given to projects that are 
likely to lead to successful future funding (by R01-type awards, etc.). 

Background: 

Neurological diseases are the leading cause of poor health and disability, and the 
second leading cause of deaths (Lancet Neurology, 2019). As populations grow and 
age – ironically as a result of advances in research in cardiovascular disease and 
cancer – the prevalence of neurological diseases is expected to increase. By 2050, the 
number of Alzheimer’s disease cases is predicted to rise to an estimated 12.7 million 
people, and recent research indicates that minority populations in America are 
disproportionately more likely than White Americans to develop Alzheimer’s or other 
dementias (Alzheimers Dement, 2022).  

The purpose of this grant is to support research to study the incidence, etiology and 
underlying pathology, diagnostic challenges, clinical presentation, healthcare behavior, 
health outcomes, and/or disease burden in populations who are underrepresented in 
Alzheimer’s and dementia research. Increasing inclusivity in research will broaden our 
understanding of Alzheimer’s and related dementias, leading to improved diagnoses 
and treatments. 

Underrepresented populations include, but are not limited to, Black, Latino, Asian, 
Native American, LGBTQ+, those in lower socioeconomic groups, and individuals living 
in underserved geographies (rural and urban). Applications should focus on studies in 
underrepresented populations around one or more of the following areas: 

• Disease burden: Research towards robust estimates of Alzheimer’s and
dementia incidence and/or prevalence
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• Risk: Diagnostics and/or biomarkers, including genetics, to better understand
Alzheimer’s and dementia risk, and discern how they intersect with the social
determinants of health and structural discrimination

• Assessments: Evaluation of assessment procedures across different cultures
and differential response to treatment

• Access to care: Exploration of structural barriers that prevent access to
neurology evaluations and care, and access to/uptake of therapies

Funding Available: 

Award Amount: $100,000 

Duration: 12 months 

Number of Awards Available: 6 

Eligibility: 

1. Researchers or clinicians at any career stage at US and non-US public and
private for-profit entities, such as universities, colleges, hospitals, laboratories,
units of state and local governments, and eligible agencies of the federal
government.

2. Applications may be submitted by basic, translational, or clinical investigators.
3. Those working on social and health disparities in underrepresented groups

should also apply, preferably in collaboration with Alzheimer’s and dementia
researchers.

4. Recipient must have completed residency or a PhD between July 1, 2014 and
July 1, 2024.

Application Guidelines: 

Proposals must present a testable hypothesis, clearly delineate the question(s) being 
asked, detail the procedures to be followed, and discuss how the data will be analyzed. 
If funded, the investigator will also need to provide a summary of the project in lay 
language. 

Required Attachments for Application: 

1. PDF of Research Proposal (up to 5 pages total), including an abstract (250 words
or less), brief statement of aims, background, preliminary studies, experimental
design and methods, significance, contemplated approaches to methodology and
any supporting preliminary data/figures.

2. PDF of Applicant’s NIH Biosketch, or equivalent for international investigators. See
this link for the most recent NIH Biosketch template.
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3. PDF of Budget with detailed justification and other funding support for the project.
The budget may include up to 10% in indirect costs, up to $50,000 for engagement
of community partners, and up to $3,000 towards open access publication
expenses.

Open Access Publication Policy 

All publications resulting from funding from this award must be published as open 
access with immediate free access and unrestricted use of original research in a journal 
or format of choice. All publications shall be published under the Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 Generic License (CC BY 4.0) or an equivalent license. Publication under 
other, more restrictive licenses (e.g., CC-BY-SA) may be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. 

All publications resulting from funding from this award must acknowledge the support of 
the ABF and its collaborators. Applicants may include up to $3,000 towards open 
access publication expenses in their project budget. 
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2023 Awards 

Confirmed 

Award Partner 
CRTS in ALS and Related Disorders CReATe Consortium 
CTRS in Cognitive Aging and Age-Related 
Memory Loss (x2) 

McKnight Brain Research Foundation 

Lawrence Brass Stroke CRTS American Heart Association 
Susan Spencer, MD CRTS in Epilepsy American Epilepsy Society & Epilepsy Foundation 
CRTS in Parkinson’s Parkinson’s Foundation 
(NEW) CRTS in Peripheral Neuropathy (x2) Foundation for Peripheral Neuropathy 
(NEW) CRTS in Mal de Debarquement 
Syndrome 

Mal de Debarquement Foundation 

CRTS in ALS ALS Association 
Richard Olney CSDA in ALS ALS Association 
CRTS in Frontotemporal Degeneration Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration 
CRTS in Neuromuscular Disease Muscle Study Group 
CRTS in Neurodisparities TBD 
CRTS in Migraine Amgen 

2024 Awards 

Confirmed 

Award Partner 
CTRS in Cognitive Aging and Age-Related 
Memory Loss (x2) 

McKnight Brain Research Foundation 

Lawrence Brass Stroke CRTS American Heart Association 
CRTS in Parkinson’s Parkinson’s Foundation 
CRTS in ALS ALS Association 
Richard Olney CSDA in ALS ALS Association 
Katzman CRTS in Alzheimer’s Alzheimer’s Association 
(NEW) CRTS in MS Bristol-Myers Squibb 
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Pending 

CRTS in Neuromuscular Disease Neuromuscular Study Group 
CRTS in Lewy Body Disease Alzheimer’s Association & Mary Groff Charitable 

Trust 
Susan Spencer, MD CRTS in Epilepsy American Epilepsy Society & Epilepsy Foundation 
CRTS in Frontotemporal Degeneration Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration 
CRTS in Peripheral Neuropathy (x2) Foundation for Peripheral Neuropathy 
CRTS in Mal de Debarquement Syndrome Mal de Debarquement Foundation 
CRTS in Migraine Amgen 
CSDA in MS National MS Society (non-AAN) 
CRTS in Tourette Syndrome Tourette Association of America 
CRTS in Neuromuscular Genetics (x2) Muscular Dystrophy Association 
CRTS in Neurodisparities TBD 
(NEW) CRTS for URiM Researcher TBD (Genentech, Macy Fdn., RWJF) 
(NEW) CRTS in Child Neurology TBD 
(NEW) CRTS in Brain Tumor TBD 
(NEW) CRTS in Neuroinflammation TBD 
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