
 
American Brain Foundation 
Executive Committee Meeting 

February 17, 2022 
10:00 a.m. CT 

Video Conference Call 
 
In Attendance:  David Dodick, MD, Chair; Ben Lenail, Vice Chair; James Essey, Treasurer; 
Jacqueline French, MD, Secretary   
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Kim Howard 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. CT by David Dodick.  
 
The members approved the minutes of the November 19, 2021 meeting unanimously.  
 
Executive Session – David Dodick 

David began the meeting with the Executive Session, Jane Ransom and Kim Howard were 
excused. 

Jane Ransom and Kim Howard re-joined the meeting at 10:45am.  

Executive Director Report – Jane Ransom 

Jane Ransom reviewed highlights from the 2021 ED Report: 

• All goals exceeded in fundraising, public awareness, and ROI for AAN. 
• The management to program ratio goal struggled due to the delayed payment to AAN. 
• Development report is at $200K so far in 2022, with a challenging year ahead. 
• The C2C goal was raised to $600K, and may go higher. 
• Board Campaign will happen prior to the annual meeting. 
• The Veritus Group, a major and mid-level gift consulting organization, was hired in 

December to assist Jane and Lisa Dahlberg with our donor strategies. A Veritus principal 
will be provide results of their analysis at the March Board meeting. 

• The 2022 Cure One, Cure Many on-line event and announcement of the $3M LBD grant 
is scheduled for Monday, February 21. 

• The first bi-annual impact report is complete and being sent to donors. 
• Continuing virtual salon series, 115 viewers attended the last one with Dr. Jim Stephens 

hosting.  
• Our research partnership with AAN is going well. We’ve been invited to talk with the 

head of their research subcommittee regarding how to improve the CRTS program. 
• Objective to clarify AAN/ABF roles in public awareness and marketing in 2022. 
• Discussions are ongoing with AAN regarding the grant surplus issue. 
• September 10 is looking to be the best date for the board retreat at this time. 

 



 

Appoint Vice Chair of RAC – David Dodick 
  
With Raymond Roos, MD, reaching the end of his committee term, a new Vice Chair is needed 
for the Research Advisory Council. David spoke briefly about the proposed candidate, Dr. Zee. 

A motion was made to appoint Phyllis C. Zee, MD, as Vice Chair of the Research Advisory 
Committee. Motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

Establish Funds – David Dodick 

David spoke about establishing two new funds, similar to the Migraine & Headache Fund. The 
MS Research Fund is in honor of our award recipient, Dr. Hauser, and the Brian Health Fund is 
tied to the WHO initiative. Both include the 10% management fee and can be used as 
fundraising techniques. 

A motion was made to establish two new research funds:  

• The Stephen L. Hauser MS Research Fund 
• The Brain Health Initiative 

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. CT. 
 


