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Jacqueline French, MD; Na Tosha Gatson, MD, PhD; James Grotta, MD; Walter 
Koroshetz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS; Ronald 
Petersen, MD, PhD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Gordon Smith, MD; Reisa Sperling, MD, 
MMSc; Phyllis C. Zee, MD; David Dodick, MD; Paul George, MD, PhD; 
Mary Post, MBA, CAE 

Staff Jane Ransom, ED; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Samantha Ross; Michelle Maxwell 

AGENDA ITEM   PRESENTED BY 

1. Call to Order
Approval of the February 25, 2022 minutes

Robert Griggs, MD 

2. 2022 Strategic Plan Jane Ransom 

3. Strategic Discussion: Next Generation Research
Grants (Clinical Research Training Fellowships) Robert Griggs, MD 

Adjourn 

Meeting Materials: 

• Minutes of February 25, 2022 (p. 2)
• Next Generation Research Program Summary (p. 5)
• 2022 and 2023 Next Generation Research Grants (p. 8)

AMERICAN BRAIN FOUNDATION 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

April 22, 2022 
 3:00 p.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call 

Zoom link: 
https://aan.zoom.us/j/96728195662?pwd=WXB1UllQT25jcVY3SklyZFVNRDdCUT09 
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American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

February 25, 2022 
3:00 p.m. ET / 2:00 p.m. CT / 1:00 p.m. MT / 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call 

Meeting Minutes 

In Attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Jose Biller, MD; Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD; Jacqueline 
French, MD; Walter Koroshetz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS; Ronald 
Petersen, MD, PhD; Gordon Smith, MD; Reisa Sperling, MD, MMSc; David Dodick, MD; Paul 
George, MD, PhD; Mary Post, MBA, CAE 

Staff: Jane Ransom; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Samantha Ross; Michelle Maxwell 

Excused: Na Tosha Gatson, MD, PhD; James Grotta, MD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Phyllis C. Zee, MD 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Robert Griggs at 2:00 p.m. CT. The meeting minutes of 
December 3, 2021 were approved. 

1. Neuroinflammation Initiative Update: Jane Ransom provided an update on the ABF’s
neuroinflammation initiative. Over the last year, with input from this committee, the ABF has
developed a summary concept paper that is included in today’s materials, which uses the
LBD initiative as a template. Based on feedback from donors and partners, the ABF plans to
convene a group of organizations interested in partnering on this initiative to help shape its
scope and scale. The ABF will convene this meeting of thought leaders in May, and will seek
to secure funding commitments from interested partners by the end of 2022. An RFA will be
issued in 2023, with funding to the selected recipient(s) to start in 2024. Major points from the
RAC’s discussion follows:

Ronald Petersen, MD reported on the ABF’s meeting with Alzheimer's Research UK (ARUK);
wanted to know specifics about funding timelines. Wanted to know if this could be an
international operation with collaborative funding between UK, US, and others. Tentative
answer is yes. Felt like a positive conversation. Not yet clear what magnitude they are
interested in funding, however, they are aware of the scale of the LBD initiative.

Jane Ransom: In addition to current ABF partners, ABF is seeking meetings with the Allen
Institute, Dementia Discovery Fund, Gates Ventures, and pharmaceutical companies; ABF
estimates that prospective partners will be asked to commit between $500,000-$1M at
minimum.

Robert Griggs, MD: The LBD initiative was spearheaded by John Morris, MD, and this
neuroinflammation initiative will require a similar leader to spearhead the effort. Stephen
Hauser, MD – the recipient of the ABF’s 2022 Scientific Breakthrough Award and a leader in
MS – would be one such leader, alongside members of the Research Advisory Committee
and others appointed by this committee.
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Walter Koroshetz, MD: Neuroinflammation is an exploding area of research in light of COVID 
and post-COVID. Amit Bar-Or, MD is a thought leader in neuroinflammation who ran a major 
project in MS in Canada before coming to Penn. 

Reisa Sperling, MD: Howard Wiener, MD is another though leader working to increase 
neuroinflammation in Alzheimer’s, and decrease in MS.  

Jacqueline French, MD: It’s important that this initiative eventually become more narrow in 
focus, perhaps by addressing a unifying mechanism across several different diseases, for 
example, the blood/brain barrier. COVID might also be a useful lens because it’s so relevant 
right now.  

Paul George, MD, PhD: A broader focus will tend to spark competition and larger numbers of 
applications. The AAN’s Science Committee and Research Program Subcommittee have 
taken the outlook that a broader focus tends to yield the best research.  

2. Strategic Initiatives: Robert Griggs, MD outlined the ABF’s strategic planning goals around
large scale research initiatives, and introduced three potential topics for such initiatives in the
future:

ALS 
Robert Griggs, MD presented the research needs in ALS, which has high public 
awareness. Previous research focused on finding the cause of ALS, but that thinking 
has shifted towards finding a common pathway in both genetic and sporadic cases of 
ALS. ABF could support research on finding this common pathway, which is an 
attractive target because of the likelihood that many other diseases, like Parkinson’s 
and Alzheimer’s, also have multiple genes that are responsible. Other organizations, 
such as the Muscular Dystrophy Association, are interested in such an initiative, and 
there are major ALS research-focused organizations with which the ABF could 
partner. Industry has also invested billions of dollars in research. 

Mark Mehler, MD: Other diseases will have common pathways like ALS. Approaching 
from the perspective of a common mechanism would give the illusion of a specific 
research focus, but would result in outcomes that are broad enough to give it 
profound applicability beyond ALS.  

Brain Health  
David Dodick, MD outlined a potential brain health initiative. The WHO has 
announced brain health as a priority, and the World Federation of Neurology has also 
made brain health its primary focus. The prodromal detection of disease is an 
emerging area of research and interest, particularly as it relates to preventing and 
delaying the onset of disease. 

Robert Griggs, MD: Such an initiative would be more closely aligned with 
implementation research rather than traditional basic neuroscience.  

Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS: Implementation research around brain health 
would translate proven therapies into the real world and compel people to modify 
their lifestyle accordingly this is especially needed for vulnerable and underserved 
populations.  

Walter Koroshetz, MD: The NINDS has a program called “Mind Your Risks,” and the 
National Forum is also running a “Know Your Numbers” campaign for blood pressure. 
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The issue with prevention is that everyone is at risk, so there’s not a specific 
audience. The need is to reach an audience that neurologists don’t typically see. 
Gordon Smith, MD: This kind of implementation research doesn’t happen in 
academic health centers. Tech companies like Verily and Google have led the way in 
using technology to serve populations that need resources.  

Brain Tumor  
NaTosha Gatson, MD, PhD highlighted the research needs for brain tumors. Rural 
vulnerable populations have much worse outcomes in brain tumor treatment. Brain 
tumor is one of the neediest areas for research, and there have been infinitesimal 
gains in terms of survival.  

Robert Griggs, MD suggested that the committee compile a group of ideas for the ABF to 
work on, even if the group is not quite ready to focus on a project, there could be a pipeline 
of projects that are in development. The RAC could also begin to put timelines on potential 
projects to help manage fundraising expectations. 

3. Clinical Research Training Fellowships: Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD, provided an update on
the 2022 and 2023 Next Generation Research Program grants, and the program needs for
the future. The ABF has awarded a record 17 CRTFs in 2022, and anticipates offering at
least 14 CRTFs in 2023, including three new awards.

Robert Griggs, MD called for the committee to discuss a strategy for bringing in new funding
partners for the Next Generation Program at its next meeting.

David Dodick, MD concluded the meeting by thanking the committee for its efforts, particularly 
around launching the LBD initiative.  

Adjourned 2:59 p.m. CT. 
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Next Generation Research Program 

June 2021 

Jane Ransom, Executive Director 
jransom@americanbrainfoundation.org 

Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD, Grant Writing and Program Manager 
Jmiglets-nelson@americanbrainfoundation.org  
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Executive Summary 

The American Brain Foundation’s (ABF) cornerstone Next Generation Research Grants 
program identifies the best and brightest early career clinical neuroscientists, funding 
innovative research on diseases and disorders of the brain. We seek to identify causes, 
improve treatments, and discover cures for brain diseases and disorders with the hope 
that together, we can usher in a new era of brain care where early detection, cures and 
ultimately prevention become reality. 

American Brain Foundation 

The American Brain Foundation brings researchers and donors together to find cures 
for brain diseases. The ABF was established in 1992 as the philanthropic partner of the 
American Academy of Neurology (AAN), an international professional association of 
more than 36,000 neurologists and neuroscientists. Our unique research partnership 
with AAN provides us access to the brightest minds to source high-reward research that 
cuts across multiple diseases of the brain. The ABF is working to find cures for these 
devastating diseases by funding research, breaking down silos between specialties, 
fostering communication and collaboration between researchers, and building public 
awareness around the prevalence of brain diseases and the urgent need for funding for 
research.  

Program Description 

The ABF’s Next Generation Research Grants program provides research fellowships to 
some of the best and the brightest researchers in the country, carefully selected by the 
AAN, with the purpose of developing the next generation of brain disease researchers. 
The program was started in 1993 to support innovative research, and to help position 
early-to-mid career scientists to leverage funding from NIH and other entities, enabling 
them to establish lifelong research careers. 

The program awards mentored scholarships to physicians and post-docs who want to 
devote some portion of their careers to research. Eligibility typically includes only those 
applicants less than five years from residency. For most recipients, this scholarship is 
their first major, independent research award, and provides an opportunity to 
demonstrate successful management of a research award and project in a mentored 
environment. In addition to providing funding to the researcher, the program also 
connects scholarship recipients to a cohort of fellow researchers and program alumni, 
as well as to mentors and leaders in neurology.  

The projects supported through this program cover a wide and growing array of brain 
diseases and injuries. The AAN administers each scholarship and manages oversight of 
the recipient for the duration of each award. Applications are evaluated by members of 
the AAN’s Science Committee and are based on the following criteria: 
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1. Applicant’s ability and promise as a clinician-scientist based on prior record of
achievement and career plan, letters of reference and curriculum vitae;

2. Quality and nature of the training to be provided and the institutional,
departmental and mentor specific training environment; and

3. Quality and originality of the research plan.

Since the program’s inception, the ABF and AAN have collaboratively awarded funding 
to more than 260 deserving recipients. Over 80% of recipients go on to receive 
additional funding from the NIH and other entities to continue their careers in research.  

The ABF currently offers Next Generation Research Grants in the following disease 
areas: 

• ALS
• Alzheimer’s Disease
• Cognitive Aging
• Epilepsy
• Frontotemporal Degeneration
• Lewy body diseases
• Migraine
• Multiple Sclerosis
• Muscular Dystrophy
• Myasthenia Gravis
• Neuromuscular Disease
• Parkinson’s Disease
• Stroke
• Tourette Syndrome

In addition to these existing grants, the ABF also partners with funders to create new 
grant opportunities in other areas of interest. The total cost of a two-year award is 
$172,500, and $276,000 for three-year awards; partial funding opportunities are also 
available.  
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2023 Awards 

Confirmed 

Award Partner 
CRTS in ALS and Related Disorders CReATe Consortium 
CTRS in Cognitive Aging and Age-Related 
Memory Loss (x2) 

McKnight Brain Research Foundation 

Lawrence Brass Stroke CRTS American Heart Association 
Susan Spencer, MD CRTS in Epilepsy American Epilepsy Society & Epilepsy Foundation 
CRTS in Parkinson’s Parkinson’s Foundation 
(NEW) CRTS in Peripheral Neuropathy (x2) Foundation for Peripheral Neuropathy 
(NEW) CRTS in Mal de Debarquement 
Syndrome 

Mal de Debarquement Foundation 

CRTS in ALS ALS Association 
Richard Olney CSDA in ALS ALS Association 
CRTS in Frontotemporal Degeneration Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration 
CRTS in Neuromuscular Disease Muscle Study Group (need to send grant 

agreement) 
CRTS in Neurodisparities TBD 
CRTS in Migraine Amgen 

Pending 

CSDA in MS National MS Society (non-AAN) 
CRTS in Tourette Syndrome Tourette Association of America 
CRTS in Muscular Dystrophy (x2) Muscular Dystrophy Association 

2024 Awards 

Confirmed 

Award Partner 
CTRS in Cognitive Aging and Age-Related 
Memory Loss (x2) 

McKnight Brain Research Foundation 

Lawrence Brass Stroke CRTS American Heart Association 
CRTS in Parkinson’s Parkinson’s Foundation 
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CRTS in ALS ALS Association 
Richard Olney CSDA in ALS ALS Association 
Katzman CRTS in Alzheimer’s Alzheimer’s Association 

Pending 

CRTS in Neuromuscular Disease Muscle Study Group 
CRTS in Lewy Body Disease Alzheimer’s Association & Mary Groff Charitable 

Trust 
Susan Spencer, MD CRTS in Epilepsy American Epilepsy Society & Epilepsy Foundation 
CRTS in Frontotemporal Degeneration Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration 
CRTS in Peripheral Neuropathy (x2) Foundation for Peripheral Neuropathy 
CRTS in Mal de Debarquement Syndrome Mal de Debarquement Foundation 
CRTS in Migraine Amgen 
CSDA in MS National MS Society (non-AAN) 
CRTS in Tourette Syndrome Tourette Association of America 
CRTS in Muscular Dystrophy (x2) Muscular Dystrophy Association 
CRTS in Neurodisparities TBD 
(NEW) CRTS for URiM Researcher TBD 
(NEW) CRTS in Child Neurology TBD 
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