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March 9, 2021 
9:00 a.m. CT 

Video Conference Call 
 

 
In Attendance:  David Dodick, MD, Chair; Susan Schneider Williams, Vice Chair; Shafali Jeste, 
MD, Secretary; James Essey, Treasurer; Kevin Goodno, Immediate Past Chair   
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Kim Howard 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. CT by David Dodick.   
  
The members approved the minutes of the February 11, 2021 meeting unanimously.  
  
Establish Peter Goadsby Headache Research Endowment Fund (Jane Ransom)  
 
The foundation is establishing the Peter Goadsy Headache Research Endowment Fund in 
honor of Peter Goadsy, our 2021 Scientific Breakthrough Award winner. Dr. Dodick has been 
the lead person in approaching various Pharma companies that have profited from Dr. 
Goadsby’s discoveries. We have received a $250K commitment from BioHaven and a $150K 
commitment from Abbvie/Allergan.  
 
We are in the process of creating a document explaining the terms of this Fund and how it 
works. It is structured like our LBD Fund, except that it is an endowment. Dr. David Dodick is 
named as the advisor to the fund who will make grant recommendations based on consultation 
with the RAC and AAN. We would like the Executive Committee to formally approve the 
establishment of the new fund.  
 
Discussion: 
 
There was discussion about donor expectations with respect to endowments. ABF does not 
guarantee the return on the endowment. But the document establishing the fund explains how 
the funds will be invested and used. The donors understand that it is the return on their capital 
that supports research in perpetuity.  
 
The committee would like the Goadsby Fund to be a dual-purpose fund and that we could set 
parameters to never allow the fund to dip below a certain threshold. This creates opportunity for 
an initial ask to donors to build up the endowment fund, and then continue with an on-
going/annual ask to be able to fund bigger $500K-$1M projects yet never let it dip below that 
initial endowment amount. 
 
The committee felt that this is a great way to fund high risk/high reward research grants as well 
as longevity that helps ABF fund Fellows with yearly. One of our big strengths has been these 
CRTS so if we can do that specifically in headaches that would be ideal.  
 



Ms. Ransom summarized that we are building a dual-purpose fund partially endowed and 
partially available to use to fund bigger research projects.   
 
Motion: A motion was made to approve the dual-purpose concept pending an email review of 
the final document. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Sponsored content and sponsorships in ABF publications (Jane Ransom)  
 
A small pharma company approached us about helping them to raise their brand recognition 
and get people into their clinical trials for neurodegeneration. ABF has told them that we cannot 
go out and recruit for their clinical trials, but perhaps they could have sponsored content in our 
newsletters with a link to their clinical trial information. Because they are interested, we want the 
Executive Committee to weigh in. Do we want sponsored content in ABF newsletters or other 
publications? Could our Annual Report or our newsletter be sponsored by a corporation, 
including a Pharma company?  
 
Discussion/Feedback:   
 
In general, the committee agrees to offering sponsorships for various ABF publications. This 
provides sponsors with visibility and ABF with revenue. We should have a price point chart for 
those sponsorships. 
 
The committee was less favorable to the idea of sponsored content in ABF publications. 
Significant vetting would be necessary to assure that we do not look bias in supporting one 
company over another, and to make sure of the quality of any clinical trials companies were 
recruiting for. ABF would want to make sure that the trials were consistent with what ABF is 
trying to accomplish for brain disease. 
 
With respect to recruiting for clinical trials, a bigger idea that would take more time is for ABF to 
become a hub for providing clinical trial information for the brain. For patients, navigating the 
world of clinical trials and finding resources can be very difficult. This idea could take ABF to a 
whole new level to become the the clinicaltrials.gov for brain research. Clinicaltrail.gov is very 
hard for patients to navigate and this would be so helpful. This concept needs much more 
thought and would need to be discussed with the AAN, the RAC as well as discussing it further 
with Yakkety Yak. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:38 a.m. CT 


