
 

 

                                               American Brain Foundation 
Executive Committee Meeting 

November 19, 2021 

10:00 a.m. CT 
Video Conference Call 

 
In Attendance:  David Dodick, MD, Chair; Susan Schneider Williams, Vice Chair; James 
Essey, Treasurer; Kevin Goodno, Immediate Past Chair   
 
Guests: Ben Lenail, Jacqueline French, MD (in-coming vice-chair and secretary)  
 
Excused:  Jim Essey, Shafali Jeste, MD 
 

Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Kim Howard 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. CT by David Dodick.  
 

The members approved the minutes of the October 7, 2021 meeting unanimously.  
  
Board Chair Remarks (David Dodick, MD) 
  
Fundraising for Commitment to Cures is doing well, especially thanks to event chair Sean 

Sansiveri.  Our target is $180K, and we are currently at $160K, so we should be able to achieve 

our goal. We are also requesting donations to our new Stephen Hauser Fund for MS Research.  

Donation requests will go out soon to five pharma companies giving them the opportunity to 

donate pending feedback from the committee. 

 
AAN/ABF Joint Leadership Meeting 

A Joint AAN/ABF leadership meeting took place in early November. David Dodick introduced 

the idea of a partnership with the NFL. They were hesitant and requested data regarding what 

the league has done to make the game safer, and what the impact has been on reducing 

incidences of concussion.  David provided them with information about the establishment of an 

NFL scientific advisory committee, how they have provided funding for brain disease research.  

However, a systematic review by a British Medical Journal last year reported that those efforts 

have made little to no impact thus far. Nevertheless, David feels a partnership would help raise 

ABF awareness as well as benefit the NFL’s image.   

• Kevin Goodno noted that one reason the ABF moved away from the AAN was to be 

more independent. He believes that the NFL have started taking steps and are looking 

for improvement. The NFL remains popular and has a lot of influence. 

• Jackie French agreed that the NFL has demonstrated a commitment to improve, and we 

can help them move toward that goal. A partnership would be beneficial to ABF. 

David will continue to push this forward. 



 

 

 

Board Retreat Focus 

David asked the committee for their opinions on the focus of our upcoming retreat and agenda. 

Everyone agreed that there should be two focus areas: (1) Strategic Planning; and (2) Getting to 

know each other after two years of no in-person meetings. Regarding number two, a number of 

tactics were suggested, including small group discussions, video interviews, and sharing by 

individual board members about why they are committed to the ABF’s mission. 

 

Board Retreat Dates and Venue 

Jane and Kim proposed two dates/cities to our board and gathered responses on availability 

and location preferences. Neither date proved to be an ideal choice. 

The group agreed on a warm weather destination to allow for outdoor socializing and personal 

comfort levels during COVID precautions/restrictions.  Additional dates will be sent for feedback, 

perhaps February 4-6, or 11-13. 

 

2022 Marketing/Public Awareness Metrics 

With 2021 being our first full year with Yakkety Yak, our digital marketing agency, Jane asked 

them provide information around our goals for 2022. They sent some industry insights and 

growth benchmarks. They also provided two client examples we can use for comparison, and 

reminded us that there will be plateaus after initial years of growth. 

The Executive Committee is concerned that our marketing growth goals should be more 

aggressive. Many questions arose. Should ABF reallocate resources to focus on one marketing 

tactic? Are we trying to do too much? Should we focus on the NFL partnership? Are we focusing 

on the right demographic? 

Committee members agreed that strategic planning should guide ABF’s marketing efforts, 

underlining the importance of the upcoming retreat. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. CT 


