
 
                                               American Brain Foundation 

Executive Committee Meeting 
February 11, 2021 

10:00 a.m. CT 
Video Conference Call 

 
 
In Attendance:  David Dodick, MD, Chair; Susan Schneider Williams, Vice Chair; James 
Essey, Treasurer; Kevin Goodno, Immediate Past Chair   
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Kim Howard, Jessica Chase 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. CT by David Dodick.   
  
The members approved the minutes of the November 3, 2020 meeting unanimously.  
  
Finance Committee Update (Jim Essey) Overall 2020 was a very good year. Our goals were 
established for 2021 based on the AAN’s revised goals and the ABF’s board approved goals. 
Kevin Myren suggests we review the 5-year business plan and focus on refreshing the next 3 
years based on the positive and negative changes that have taken place (COVID, 
limited/reduced travel, increased marketing funds, reduced footprint at AAN, LBD initiative, 
ability to raise money from Pharma, etc.). The Finance Committee with be working with Jane 
Ransom, Kevin Myren, Lindsey Taveren and the ABF staff to refresh the next 3 years of the 
business plan so the changes can be completed by the end of April. The AAN will also be 
updated at the quarterly meeting in early May. The functional ratios in programming were a little 
lower than expected because we had a few grants we did not pay out for 2020. This should not 
affect our ratings because those are based on a three-year average. Next year will improve due 
to all the funds we will be giving out including a substantial amount to the LDB initiative.  
 
AAN membership dues registrations increased by almost $15,000 (10.8%) with a 4.8% drop in 
number of donors in 2020. This increase is because the default suggested amount was 
increased from $95 to $125 in May of 2020, so we should continue to see this increase in 2021. 
Dr. Dodick mentioned this is only 4% of the AAN membership. There is a need to raise 
awareness that the ABF exists, as well as why we exist. Many do not know the relationship 
between the ABF and the AAN and how those donations are used. Jane Ransom added that 
some memberships are paid by their neurology departments and they cannot make an 
additional donation for the individual member. Many committee members strongly felt that on 
the membership form the dues check box should include additional information like “public 
facing foundation dedicated to research” or “ABF contributes to the Clinical Research Training 
Scholarships” or “AAN/ABF Research Awards” to better describe what we do. Another 
suggestion was to add a note to the reminders that are sent for members to complete their 
applications. C2C could be an opportunity to discuss the ABF/AAN connection as well as more 
visibility in the AAN newsletter. Jane Ransom has suggested a front-page article in the AAN 
newsletter to Mary Post, or even something in Dr. Stevens’ column, since he has mentioned the 
need to increase awareness.  
 



Dr. Dodick asked that Dr. Orly Avitzur start joining our meetings as soon as possible so that 
there is an overlap between Dr. Stevens and Dr. Avitzur before Dr. Stevens leaves the board. 
Jane Ransom will talk with Mary Post about that idea. She added that has already spoken to Dr. 
Avitzur about joining the Finance Committee to replace Dr. Jim Stevens when he is done. 
 
Compensation Committee Update (Kevin Goodno) The Compensation Committee will be 
meeting on February 16, 2021 to review Jane Ransom’s performance for 2020 and the incentive 
for 2021. Recommendations will be made at the next Board meeting on February 19, 2021 in 
the Executive Session. 
 
Board Meeting February 19, 2021 Agenda Review (David Dodick, MD) The draft agenda for 
the Board meeting was presented and reviewed. Additional time was requested during the 
Research Advisory Committee report to allow time to discuss and select the next big research 
initiative based on the RAC recommendations. In general, Board agendas should emphasize 
strategy over committee reports. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:33 a.m. CT 


