
 
                                               American Brain Foundation 

Executive Committee Meeting 
October 7, 2021 
10:00 a.m. CT 

Video Conference Call 
 
In Attendance:  David Dodick, MD, Chair; Susan Schneider Williams, Vice Chair; Shafali Jeste, 
MD, Secretary; James Essey, Treasurer 
 
Excused: Kevin Goodno, Immediate Past Chair   
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, ED; Kim Howard 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. CT by David Dodick.  
The members approved the minutes of the April 29, 2021 meeting unanimously.  
  
Board Chair Remarks (David Dodick, MD) 
  

• The ABF Progress Report presentation to the AAN Board took place at their Board 
meeting on September 24, 2021. The presentation went very well, and the feedback 
received from AAN board members via text and email were extremely positive. The AAN 
Board was unanimous in their desire to continue to support the ABF. We don’t have a 
final commitment, but we feel a high degree of confidence that it is going to come 
through. We are on a positive path with the AAN.  

 
• The ABF has already raised $75K in Commitment to Cures sponsorships, we are getting 

an early start this year so we are hopeful that will mean more sponsorships and we hope 
to use the boards connections. Seth Rogan and his wife have accepted the PLINA 
award for their work on Alzheimer’s philanthropy and awareness and they are planning 
to come to Seattle. We have invitations out to a few other celebrities who have been 
involved in brain disease. We will also be giving the Scientific Breakthrough Award to Dr. 
Stephen Hauser of UCSF. It will be an in-person event and possibly be live streamed 
depending on the cost. Mr. Essey felt we could find the money to support streaming. It 
was suggested that we ask the production companies that work with and support Seth 
Rogan for potential sponsorships. We could also improve the way we ask awardees to 
be involved and present specific expectations to them or their representatives. Past 
awardees is another group we should approach for sponsorships.  

 
• Along with presenting the Scientific Breakthrough Award to Dr. Stephen Hauser, ABF 

will establish the Stephen Hauser Fund for MS & Neuro Immunology Research. Dr. 
Hauser is very excited about all of this and suggested we work with the UCSF press 
office to get the word out. Dr. Hauser is a great fundraiser and may be able to help us 
raise money for this new fund. 
 

 
2022 Budget Preparation Update (Jane Ransom) 



 

 
The 2022 draft budget is in the final stages and will be presented to the Finance Committee on 
October 19 and then to the Board for final approval on October 30. Jane shared the process 
and referred to the 2022 Divisions Goals and Objectives that guide our budget decisions, these 
were included with the materials. 
 
Governance Committee Update (Shafali Jeste, MD) 
 
The Advisory Council concept will be presented to the board on October 30 for feedback and 
possible approval. 
 
Child neurologist Dr. Erika Augustine was asked if she would be interested in joining the ABF 
board. Due to other time commitments, she declined; so we are looking for another neurologist 
board member for for 2022.  
 
Dr. Jeste mentioned there could be some interesting areas to align in relation to the Child 
Neurology Society K12 awards. Jane Ransom will arrange a meeting with Julia Miglets-Nelson 
and Dr. Jeste to discuss this further. Jane has been told the NIH likes to give funds directly to 
researchers, not to organizations like ABF that they consider a pass-through organization, but 
they seem to be doing things differently with Child Neurology Society. We need to work with 
Walter Koroshetz on creative ways to get NIH funds like they provide to the Child Neurology 
Society directly. One great benefit we can provide is leaders in neurology that could help the 
candidates that we are funding be successful throughout their career.  
 
Dr. Dodick commented that if it is about raising awareness of our existence and becoming a 
household name and raising funds for research, we need to make sure that whoever we bring in 
can do those things. He suggested approaching Sanjay Gupta who is on our list or someone 
like a Stephen Hauser. 
 
Review agenda for October 30, 2021 Board meeting (David Dodick, MD) 
 
The draft agenda was reviewed by the committee. The following suggestions were made: 
 

• Breakouts might be too long, adjust to 30 minutes rather that 45 minutes. 
• Financial presentation should be like what was presented to the AAN but for Q3 and the 

time could be reduced slightly.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. CT 


