
 

Committee Members 

Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Raymond Roos, MD, Vice Chair; Jose Biller, MD; Carsten 
Bonnemann, MD; Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Jacqueline French, MD; 
Na Tosha Gatson, MD, PhD; James Grotta, MD; Walter Koroshetz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; 
Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS; Ronald Petersen, MD, PhD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Eugene 
Scharf, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD; Gordon Smith, MD; Reisa Sperling, MD, MMSc; Phyllis C. 
Zee, MD; David Dodick, MD; Natalia Rost, MD; Christy Phelps; Mary Post, MBA, CAE 

Staff Jane Ransom, ED; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Emily Christian; Liam Moore 

AGENDA ITEM   PRESENTED BY 

1. Call to Order (:00)

Approval of the June 4, 2021 minutes
Robert Griggs, MD 

2. Research Program Updates (:05) Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD 

3. 2022 Scientific Breakthrough Award (:10) Raymond Roos, MD 

4. Subcommittee Breakouts (:12)

a. Health Disparities Subcommittee
• Review RFA for Health Disparities CRTS
• Discuss scope and language of early career

award for URiM recipient(s) 

Bruce Ovbiagele, MD, MSc, MAS 
Jose E. Cavazos, MD, PhD 

b. Next Generation Research Grants Subcommittee
• Consider diversity and health disparities

Jacqueline French, MD 
Gordon Smith, MD 

c. Special Initiatives Subcommittee
• Review draft LOI
• Consider diversity and health disparities

Ron Petersen, MD, PhD 
Raymond Roos, MD 

5. Report from Next Generation Subcommittee (:40) Jacqueline French, MD 
Gordon Smith, MD 

6. Report from Special Initiatives Subcommittee (:50) Ron Petersen, MD, PhD 
Raymond Roos, MD 

Adjourn 
Meeting Materials: 
• Minutes of June 4, 2021 (p. 2)
• 2022 Next Generation Research Grants (p. 4)
• RFA: 2022 CRTS in Neurological Healthcare Disparities (p. 5)
• RFA: Promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Autism Research (p. 6)
• LOI: Neuroinflammation (p. 7)

AMERICAN BRAIN FOUNDATION 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

August 6, 2021 
 3:00 p.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call 

Zoom link: https://aan.zoom.us/j/3682078427 
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American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

June 4, 2021 
3:00 p.m. ET / 2:00 p.m. CT / 1:00 p.m. MT / 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call 

Meeting Minutes 

In Attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Raymond Roos, MD, Vice Chair; Jose Biller, MD; Carsten 
Bonnemann, MD; Jose E. Cavazos, MD; Jacqueline French, MD; Na Tosha N. Gatson, MD, PhD; 
Walter Koroshetz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Bruce Ovbiagele, MD; Ron Petersen, MD, PhD; Ira 
Shoulson, MD; Gordon Smith, MD; Reisa Sperling; Phyllis C. Zee, MD, PhD; Mary Post, MBA, CAE; 
Christy Phelps; Natalia Rost, MD 

Staff: Jane Ransom; Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD; Liam Moore; Andrea Nargan 

Excused: Merit Cudkowicz, MD; James Grotta, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Eugene Scharf, MD; David 
Dodick, MD 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Robert Griggs at 2:03 p.m. CT. The meeting minutes of April 
2, 2021 were approved. 

1. Cure One, Cure Many Award in LBD: Jane Ransom provided an update on the status of
the Cure One, Cure Many Award in LBD. The project is up and running and the RFA has
been released. The RFA and application information are listed on the ABF and AAN
websites, and are being circulated to the ABF’s funding partners – the Alzheimer’s
Association and the Michael J. Fox Foundation. John Morris, MD, is leading the selection
committee. Pre-proposals will be accepted from July 1 to July 30, 2021, and invited
proposals will be due on October 1. The awardee will be selected in December 2021, and
announced in January 2022. The ABF is seeking to raise an additional $2M towards the
award.

Dr. Robert Griggs noted that the Cure One, Cure Many Award in LBD will be a model for
future special initiatives of the ABF, including the planned neuroinflammation initiative.
Partnerships with other organizations and funders will be crucial for initiatives like these.

2. Subcommittee Breakouts: The Health Disparities, Next Generation Research Grants, and
Special Initiatives subcommittees met in Zoom breakout rooms. A summary of each
subcommittee’s discussion follows below.

Health Disparities Subcommittee: The subcommittee considered the questions 
below: 

Among the proposed funding mechanisms (pilot grant awards, career 
development award, fellow-to-faculty award, clinical research training 
fellowship, administrative supplements to existing awards): 

Page 2 of 7



1. Which should be the priorities?
2. Which should focus on disparities vs. diversity?
3. If disparities, which one(s) should we focus on?
4. If diversity, which one(s) should we focus on?
5. Do we currently have existing mechanisms that could be adapted to serve

the purpose?
6. How do we adapt such mechanisms to serve the purpose?
7. How much money should come with each mechanism?
8. How do we attract applicants?
9. How do we attract funders?

Among the proposed funding sources (foundations, pharmaceutical 
companies, individual donors, federal institutions, CTSIs, governments 
from LMICs, international organizations): 
1. Which should be the priorities?
2. Which would be more likely to focus on disparities vs. diversity?
3. If disparities, which one(s) should we focus on?
4. If disparities, which one(s) should we focus on?
5. Do we currently have existing funding partnerships that could be adapted to

serve the purpose?
6. How do we adapt such mechanisms to serve the purpose?
7. How do we attract new funders?
8. Who are potential ABF point people or connectors?
9. What networks can we tap into?
10. How much money could/should be asked for?

Next Generation Subcommittee: The Next Generation Subcommittee reviewed 
opportunities for ABF input into program changes, particularly around application 
gaps and applicant diversity. The scope of awards funded through the AAN was 
determined to be outside the commission of the subcommittee, which will focus on 
identifying and filling gaps in current programming.  

The subcommittee noted significant gaps between the number of applicants for some 
awards, and the deficit of awards in some areas with a great number of applicants, 
particularly general awards that are not restricted to a specific disease area. 

Special Initiatives Subcommittee: The Special Initiatives Subcommittee reviewed a 
white paper on neuroinflammation and AI drafted by Na Tosha N. Gatson, MD, PhD 
and discussed next steps for developing a special initiative around 
neuroinflammation, including a literature review of neuroinflammation research.  

3. 2022 Scientific Breakthrough Award: Julia Miglets-Nelson, PhD provided an overview of
the history and aims of the annual Scientific Breakthrough Award and asked the Committee
members to submit nominations for the 2022 award. The award recognizes an individual or
group whose research has led to meaningful advances for the care of patients living with
neurological disease.

Dr. Robert Griggs noted that the award also offers an opportunity to catalyze research funds
for the field represented by the awarded researcher.

Adjourned 2:59 p.m. CT. 

Page 3 of 7



2022 Next Generation Research Grants 

1 

2022 Awards 

Confirmed 

Award Partner 
CRTS in ALS ALS Association 
Richard Olney CSDA in ALS ALS Association 
CRTS in Lewy Body Disease Alzheimer’s Association & Mary Groff Charitable 

Trust 
Susan Spencer, MD CRTS in Epilepsy American Epilepsy Society & Epilepsy Foundation 
CTRS in Cognitive Aging and Age-Related 
Memory Loss (x2) 

McKnight Brain Research Foundation 

CRTS in Parkinson’s Disease Parkinson’s Foundation 
Katzman CRTS in Alzheimer’s Alzheimer’s Association 
(NEW) CRTS in Migraine Amgen 
(NEW) CRTS in Frontotemporal Degeneration Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration 
CSDA in Myasthenia Gravis Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America 
(NEW) CRTS in Muscular Dystrophy (x2) Muscular Dystrophy Association 
CRTS in Neuromuscular Disease Muscle Study Group 
(NEW) CRTS in Neurodisparities Hearst Foundation & Eisai Inc. 
CRTS in Tourette Syndrome Tourette Association of America 
Lawrence Brass Stroke CRTS American Heart Association 

Pending 

CSDA in MS National MS Society 
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The goal of this scholarship is to reduce these neurological healthcare disparities by fostering research that produces an understanding of how social 
determinants and bioscience influence brain health, the effect of disparities on neurological health, potential interventions to address health disparities, and 
how to integrate the impact of social determinants in clinical practice. This scholarship will also support career development of clinician scientists with 
emerging expertise in neurological healthcare disparities, which is significantly understudied.
The award will consist of a commitment of $65,000 per year for two years, plus a $10,000 per year stipend to support education and research-related costs for a total of 
$150,000. Supplementation of the award with other grants is permissible, but to be eligible to apply for this award, the other grant source(s) cannot exceed 

   $75,000 annually. 
The American Academy of Neurology is firmly committed to embracing the diversity among our members, applicants, and reviewers and affirms the importance of equity 
and inclusiveness within the AAN research program.

HOW TO APPLY 
1. Visit AAN.com/view/ResearchProgram
2. Go to “Clinical Research Training Scholarship”
3. Select “Apply now” 
Please only submit one application - applicants are not allowed to submit 
applications for more than one award. Your application will also be 
considered for all relevant clinical research training scholarship awards.

Visit the Frequently Asked Questions portion of the website for more information. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
October 1, 2021: Application deadline – Note that this is the deadline for all 
documents, including those from the mentor and chair. Applications  will be 
declined if this information is not submitted by October 1. 
January 2022: Notification of recipients 
July 1, 2022: Funding begins 

ELIGIBILITY 
1. For the purpose of this scholarship, research is defined as “patient- 

oriented research conducted with human subjects, or translational
research specifically designed to develop treatments or enhance diagnosis 
of neurologic disease. These areas of research include epidemiologic or 
behavioral studies, clinical trials, studies of disease mechanisms, the
development of new technologies, and health services and outcomes
research.” Disease-related studies not directly involving humans or human 
tissue are also encouraged if the primary goal is the development of
therapies, diagnostic tests, or other tools to prevent or mitigate 
neurological diseases.

2. Recipient must be an AAN member interested in an academic career
in neurological research who has completed residency or a PhD no more 
than 5 years prior to the beginning of this award (July 1, 2022). If you have 
completed both residency and a PhD, your eligibility is based on when you 
completed residency. If you completed a fellowship of any kind after
residency, your eligibility is still based on the date you finished residency.

EVALUATION AND SELECTION 
Applications are evaluated by reviewers based on the following criteria: 

• Quality and originality of the research plan (60 percent)
• Applicant’s ability and promise as a clinician-scientist based on prior 

record of achievement and career plan, and NIH Biosketch (20 percent)
• Quality and nature of the training to be provided and the mentor-specific,

departmental, and institutional training environment (20 percent)
A successful application should include the following: 
• Well-developed hypothesis: The hypothesis is testable and presented in

clear language. 
• Detailed statistical plan: Statistical methods are well-designed and 

detailed. 
• Strong mentorship: There is clear demonstration of strong mentorship to

support the project.
• Feasible primary outcomes: Each aim is feasible, focused, and logical.
• Innovation:  Project concept is original, novel, and will advance the 

applicant’s long-term career goals 
• Well-defined training plan: There is a clear and gap-based career

development plan. 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS FOR APPLICATION 
1. PDF of Three-page Research Plan, including brief statements of aims,

background, contemplated approaches to methodology and any supporting 
preliminary data/figures. References do not count toward the page limit. 
The research plan should be written by the applicant and should represent 
their original work. However, the applicant is expected and encouraged to
develop this plan based on discussion with the proposed mentor. It is 
appropriate, but not required, for the proposed work to be specifically
related to the mentor’s ongoing research.

2. PDF of Applicant’s NIH Biosketch. See this link for the most recent NIH 
Biosketch template

Once the above information is fully completed and submitted by the 
applicant: 
3. The chair will receive an email with a link asking them to check a box

confirming that the applicant’s clinical service responsibilities will be restricted 
to no more than 30 percent of your time and include a list of applicant’s non-
research related service. The chair will NOT be asked to submit a letter.

4. The mentor will receive an email with a link to submit a letter of reference 
detailing their support of and commitment to the applicant and the 
proposed research and training plan. The letter should be 1,000 words or
less and specifically indicate the mentor’s role in the development and
preparation of the applicant’s research plan and should include:
• How the proposed research fits into the mentor’s research program 
• Expertise and experience in the area of research proposed and the 

nature of the mentor’s proposed time commitment to the
supervision and training of the applicant

• Mentor’s prior experience in the supervision, training, and 
successful mentoring of clinician scientists

• Potential for applicant’s future research career and comparison of 
applicant among other residents 

• Institution's commitment to 70 percent protected research time 
5. The mentor will also be required to upload a NIH Biosketch.

  Contact Information: 
Brooke Martin, Senior Research Coordinator 
Phone: (612) 928-6154 
Email: bmartin@aan.com 

Application Deadline: October 1, 2021 

Clinical Research Training Scholarship in Neurodisparities 
Funded by the Hearst Foundation and American Brain Foundation  

In collaboration with the American Academy of Neurology 
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This pilot grant aims to provide seed funds for research with the potential to increase knowledge about autism spectrum disorder in populations that 
have been excluded from or underrepresented in research. Researchers or clinicians at all career stages are encouraged to apply; applicants must hold 
an MD or PhD (or equivalent) by the start of the grant.  

This award will consist of a commitment of $50,000 for 12 months. Supplementation of the award with other grants is encouraged. Preference will be given to 
projects that are likely to lead to successful future funding (by R01-type awards, etc.). 

BACKGROUND: Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is diagnosed in about 1 in every 54 children by the age of 8, and it occurs in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic 
groups. To date, however, nearly all autism research has included a relatively homogenous group of individuals, resulting in an incomplete picture of the disorder 
and how it affects patients and families across the racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, gender, sexuality, and geography spectrum.  
The purpose of this pilot grant is to support research to study the incidence, etiology and underlying pathology, diagnostic challenges, clinical presentation, 
healthcare behavior, health outcomes, and/or disease burden in populations who are underrepresented in ASD research. Increasing inclusivity in research will 
broaden our understanding of ASD, leading to improved diagnoses and treatments.  
Underrepresented populations include, but are not limited to, Black, Latino, Asian, Native American, LGBTQ+, those in lower socioeconomic groups, and individuals 
living in underserved geographies (rural and urban). Applications should focus on studies in underrepresented populations around one or more of the following 
autism spectrum disorder areas: 

• Disease burden: Research towards estimates of ASD incidence and/or prevalence along with neurodevelopmental or neurological comorbidities 
• Risk: Diagnostics and/or biomarkers, including genetics, to better understand ASD risk, and to discern how they intersect with the social determinants

of health and structural discrimination 
• Assessments: Evaluation of assessment procedures across different cultures and differential response to treatment 
• Access to care: Exploration of structural barriers that prevent access to neurology evaluations and care, and access to/uptake of therapies 
• Interventions:  Examination of the effectiveness of behavioral, educational or medical interventions in underrepresented populations 

HOW TO APPLY 
1. Visit AAN.com/view/ResearchProgram 
2. Select “Seed Grants”
3. Select “Apply now” 
Visit the Frequently Asked Questions portion of the website for more 
information. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
October 1, 2021: Application deadline  
January 2022: Notification of recipient 
 July 1, 2022: Funding begins 

FUNDING AVAILABLE 
Award Amount: $50,000; an additional $10,000 supplement is available for 
projects that include a focus on autism and genetics  
Duration: 12 months  
Number of Awards Available: 1 

ELIGIBILITY 
1. Researchers or clinicians at any career stage at US and non-US public and 

private for-profit entities, such as universities, colleges, hospitals, 
laboratories, units of state and local governments, and eligible agencies of 
the federal government.

2. Applications may be submitted by basic, translational, or clinical 
investigators. 

3. Those working on social and health disparities in underrepresented groups
should also apply, preferably in collaboration with ASD researchers. 

4. Recipient must have completed residency or a PhD by the start of this award 
(July 1, 2022). 

5. Applicants at accredited US and international institutions are eligible 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES  
Proposals must present a testable hypothesis, clearly delineate the 
question(s) being asked, detail the procedures to be followed, and discuss 
how the data will be analyzed. If funded, the investigator will also need to 
provide a summary of the project in lay language. 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS FOR APPLICATION 
1. PDF of Research Proposal (up to 5 pages total), including an abstract (250 

words or less), brief statement of aims, background, preliminary studies, 
experimental design and methods, significance, contemplated approaches to 
methodology and any supporting preliminary data/figures. 

2. PDF of Applicant’s NIH Biosketch, or equivalent for international 
investigators. See this link for the most recent NIH Biosketch template. 

3. PDF of Budget with detailed justification and other funding support 
for the project. The budget may include up to 10% in indirect costs, 
and up to $3,000 towards open access publication expenses. 

OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATION POLICY  
All publications resulting from funding from this award must be 
published as open access with immediate free access and unrestricted 
use of original research in a journal or format of choice. All publications 
shall be published under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Generic 
License (CC BY 4.0) or an equivalent license. Publication under other, 
more restrictive licenses (e.g., CC-BY-SA) may be considered on a case-
by-case basis. 

All publications resulting from funding from this award must 
acknowledge the support of the ABF and its collaborators. Applicants 
may include up to $3,000 towards open access publication expenses in 
their project budget. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Michelle Maxwell, Program Manager, Science Committee Activities 

Phone: (612) 928-6001 
Email: mmaxwell@aan.com 

Application Deadline: October 1, 2021 

Request for Applications 
Promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Autism Research 

Funded by the American Brain Foundation in collaboration with the 
American Academy of Neurology 
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June ___, 2021 

[NAME] 

[ADDRESS] 

Defeat Brain Disease: Extinguish Neuroinflammation 

Dear [NAME], 

Brain diseases like multiple sclerosis, brain tumor, epilepsy, neurodegeneration, stroke, 
neuromuscular disorders, dementia, headachemigraine, neuropathy, traumatic brain injury, and 
brain inflammation associated with COVID-19 associated brain disease, affect at least 2 billion 
people worldwide and 60% of the US population. These diseases attack the essence of 
humanness: thought, speech, emotion, and movement.   

The American Brain Foundation (ABF) proposes innovative research to unlock elucidate the 
mystery mechanisms of neuroinflammation, which is responsible for or contributes to held in 
common by a multitude of brain diseases and disorders. Our initiative—Extinguish 
Neuroinflammation—integrates brain diseases under the single umbrella of pathological 
neuroinflammation as the primary pathophysiologic process and demonstrates the multifaceted 
nature of neurologic disease. We will prioritize projects using deep machine learning 
computations to dissect the complex inflammatory cascades and identify key mediators that 
contribute to or underlie neurological diseases. objectively assess and understand the role of 
neuroinflammation. TThis unified approach portends promises a qualitative leap in preventing, 
treating, and curing a multitude of brain diseases. 

ABF is backed by the 36,000 neurologists of the American Academy of Neurology (AAN), our 
founder and research partner. The largest organization of neurologists in the world, AAN will 
supply its top scientists to vet project applications for the Extinguish Neuroinflammation 
initiative, assuring that the best and brightest scientists and most promising research projects 
will be supported.  

To execute Extinguish Neuroinflammation, ABF seeks $__ million to invest in innovative 
scientific investigations of neuroinflammation. We ask that you consider meeting with leaders 
from ABF and AAN to further discuss this initiative. Our executive director Jane Ransom will be 
following up with you regarding this letter. Please feel free to contact her at 
jransom@americanbrainfoundation.org. 

Sincerely, 

David Dodick, MD 
Board Chair 

Commented [DD1]: We have to be a bit careful here 
depending on the audience. Neuroinflammation can be 
protective or destructive. We want to promote and 
retain beneficial neuroinflammation and extinguish 
pathological inflammation. Funding 
agencies/foundations and pharma will understand the 
difference and expect that we understand this as well.  

Commented [DD2]: Funding agencies will want more 
specificity here particularly the datasets around which 
machine learning algorithms will be built, trained, and 
refined. We probably should also indicate that we will 
also seek basic and translational projects that seeks to 
identify key mediators or test pre-clinical or 
commercially available products that target specific 
cascades or mediators that have been implicated in 
certain diseases.  
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