
 

 
 
 

American Brain Foundation 
Board of Directors 

April 9, 2020 
9:00AM CT 
Video Call 

 
In Attendance: David Dodick, MD, Chair; Susan Schneider Williams, Vice Chair; James Erwin, 
James Essey; Jacqueline French, MD; Dan Gasby; Kevin Goodno; Robert Griggs, MD; James Grotta, 
MD; Frances Jensen, MD; Sharon Klein; Ronald Peterson, MD; Mary Post, CAE; Sean Sansiveri; 
Martin Shenkman, CPA; Joseph Sirven, MD; James Stevens, MD 

Staff: Jane Ransom, Executive Director; Tim Engel, CFO; Emily Christian; Lisa Dahlberg; Julia 
Miglets-Nelson; Kim Howard 
 
Excused: David Eagleman, PhD; Shafali Jeste, MD; Cindy McCain; Suzanne Miller; Ben Utecht 
 
 
Call to Order: Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 9:05 am CT by Board Chair Dr. David Dodick 

The minutes of the February 23, 2020 were approved as presented. 
 
No conflicts of interest were disclosed.  
 
Board Chair Report (Dr. David Dodick):  Mary Post was welcomed to the meeting, Mary is the new 
Chief Executive Officer of the AAN and, as such, is now an ex officio non-voting ABF Board member 
following Cathy Rydell who recently retired.  
 
The February Board meeting highlights were shared including board brainstorming on fundraising, 
research, and public awareness. The Board’s membership composition was discussed and the need 
to continue to develop a pool of public figures and neurologists for future openings. David Dodick 
brought up the possibility of Dr. Walter Koroshetz to serve as an advisor. Some concern was raised 
regarding a potential conflict of interest because of his position as director at NINDS. Story Landis, 
PhD neurobiologist and former director of the NINDS, was also mentioned as a board member or 
advisory, as was Dr. Richard Hodes, leading researcher in the field of immunology and director at the 
National Institute on Aging. David Dodick with follow-up with Walter Koroshetz to see if he would have 
any interest and how we would handle any potential conflicts of interest. 
 
Two new strategic planning tasks forces were introduced: 
 

1. Public Awareness Task Force – The Task Force will provide input into our marketing 
strategy and will be chaired by Jackie French.  
 
Members: David Dodick, MD; Jacqueline French, MD; Dan Gasby; Kevin Goodno; Joe 
Sirven, MD, Jim Stevens, MD, and Susan Schneider Williams 

 Staff Liaison: Emily Christian, Director, Advancement & External Relations 
 

 
 

2. Research Strategy Task Force – The Task Force will develop a research strategy 
that aligns with fundraising opportunities. It will be chaired by Ron Petersen 
 



Members: Robert Griggs, MD; Jim Grotta, MD; Frances Jensen, MD; Ron Petersen, 
MD; Sean Sansiveri 

 Staff Liaison: Julia Miglets-Nelson, Grant Writing & Program Manager 
 
Executive Director’s Report (Jane Ransom): At this point, we are declining to change our 
fundraising goals for the year. Rather, staff is focusing its efforts on adjusting to the COVID-19 
environment. We are finding new and unique ways to connect with our donors. We are making 
COVID-19-related budget cuts, as well. Most importantly, travel costs will be down, as will the cost of 
the in-person Commitment to Cures dinner which has been canceled. Other ways in which COVID-19 
is having an impact on the ABF include: 

• Staff has been working remotely, with no travel allowed, since March 16 until further notice 
• ABF is applying through US Bank for relief under the Payroll Protection Program 
• Commitment to Cures is a virtual campaign with live-streamed event on April 29 
• Maintaining fundraising goals while identifying cuts in expenses 
• The June ABF Board meeting will be virtual 

 
Ms. Ransom also presented these highlights:   
 
     Research 

• A new CRTS in ALS is in the making, funded by the NIH through the CReATe Consortium at 
University of Miami 

• A CRTS in Tourette to be funded through Tourette Association of America 
• Staff is working on proposing a research fundraising framework which meets both ABF and 

AAN needs, to be presented to AAN research staff 
 
     Public Engagements 

• ABF has hired Yakkety Yak (YY) as our marketing partner 
• We are transforming Commitment to Cures into a digital campaign with live-streamed event on 

Wed., April 29th 
• USA Today’s 2020 Neurological Disorders Campaign was headlined by an article on research 

breakthroughs by David Dodick 
 
     Philanthropy/Fundraising 

• The agreement for a $1.5M commitment from Alzheimer’s Association for the ABF’s Lewy 
Body Dementia biomarker project in in the works 

• We are submitting proposal under CARES Act for operating funds under the Paycheck 
Protection Program 

• We are shifting fundraising strategies in: Special Events, Major Gifts, Annual Fund, Grant 
writing 
 

     AAN/ABF Partnership 
• The AAN has provided excellent leadership around staff and operational COVID-19 issues, 

which the ABF is following 
• Thank you to AAN for maintaining its Commitment to Cures sponsorship as we transition to a 

virtual event 
 
Financial Report (Jim Essey): During unprecedented times like these we should be maximizing our 
revenue and minimizing our expenses as much as possible. We are doing many different things that 
include applying for staff payroll relief under the Payroll Protection Program. We are moving our 
Commitment to Cures event to a virtual event and have retained most of the original sponsorships. 
The revenue for this event should hold along with the opportunity to potentially increase this by 
reaching a wider audience. We have already received the $1.5M commitment from the Alzheimer’s 
Association, so we are off to a great start towards our $6M goal for the year. The overall message is 



the Foundation is doing well, we are not only surviving but figuring out how to operate in these times 
and do things differently yet effective.  
 
Tim Engel, CFO, shared the financial statements for period ending on February 29, 2020. The ABF 
has realized $1.6M in operating revenue, with the $1.5M grant from AAN included in that amount. 
Operating expenses stood at $344K, and the net operating income at $1.3M. Long term investments 
have dropped about 20%. Mr. Engel mentioned that we are working on new strategies to achieve our 
goals. Expenses are under budget, which is good. There will be significant savings due to no travel. A 
positive cash flow has been estimated through the end of the year. We are doing a great job of 
controlling expenses and are in a good position right now. Mr. Essey complimented the ABF staff for 
pivoting quickly and thinking outside of the box to continue to raise funds and reduce expenses. 
 
Committee to Cures Update (Emily Christian): The Commitment to Cures dinner event taking place 
during the Annual Meeting has shifted into a digital event that our new marketing firm Yakkety Yak is 
helping to develop. The pre-event promotions will include multiple emails leading up to the event, 
social media, an “about” ABF Video as well as press releases regarding the event. The live digital 
event will take place on Wednesday, April 29 from 8-9 pm ET. David Dodick and Susan Williams will 
welcome people to the event and Jim Cramer will be the Emcee live from his home studio. The event 
will also include the award announcements. We are being very mindful of the tone of this event due to 
the impact of Covid-19. Lisa Dahlberg went over the current sponsorship list and said we were able to 
retain almost all our sponsor. We have three additional sponsorships still pending with Lundbeck, 
Teva and Allergan. One correction to the presentation: The Fredrickson & Byron, P.A. sponsorship is 
$5,000.00. 
 
Board members would like the Canadian team that is being awarded the Scientific Breakthrough 
Award to be included in the live event. Board members should make their annual gifts by April 15th so 
that we can announce 100% Board participation and our collective contribution at the event. We 
should include the neuro/Covid-19 connection and make it a highlight. 

COVID-19 Task Force: The Board discussed ABF’s role in the COVID-19 crisis. The neurological 
implications of COVID-19 are growing, and donors are seeking to redirect their philanthropy to 
COVID-19-related needs. ABF may be able to raise research money in this area. We should think 
hard about how we can reach out to underserved minority groups who are feeling the biggest impact 
of the pandemic. 

The Board established a Covid-19 Task Force whose members to include as members Jim Grotta, 
Frances Jensen, David Dodick, Marty Shenkman, Dan Gasby and Sharon Klein. The group should 
think about partners, such as national sports leagues.  

 

Adjourned 10:08 a.m. CT 


