
 

 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

COMPOSITION & TERM POLICY 

American Brain Foundation 

 

1. Purpose. The purpose of this American Brain Foundation (“ABF”) Board of Directors (“Board”) 

Composition & Term Policy is to clarify the intent of certain language in the ABF bylaws concerning 

Board composition and term limits.  

 

2. Board Composition. Article IV, Section 1, of the ABF bylaws states that the Board shall be 

“comprised of at least five and no more than twenty-one members.” Ex-officio, non-voting members of 

the Board, as described in the bylaws, shall not be included in the total count of Board members.  

 

3. Term Limit. Article IV, Section 3, of the bylaws states: “The Regular Directors shall be elected for a 

two-year term, which may be renewed twice by election. The term of each ex officio Director shall 

coincide with the term in which they hold their office. Officers of the Board of Directors may be elected 

to serve a term(s) beyond the six years served as Director.” Article V, Section 8 of the bylaws states: 

“Officers shall serve for one two-year term, which may be renewed consecutively for one additional two-

year term.” 

 

The exception for officers to serve beyond the stated limit of three, two-year terms, applies in two 

scenarios. First, an individual currently serving a term as officer when the total term limit would expire 

may serve the remainder of his or her then-current term as officer, before rotating off the Board. Second, 

an individual serving as Chair may serve as Past Chair for two consecutive, two-year terms immediately 

following his or her service as Chair, beyond the total term limit.  

 

4. Neurology Now® Designee. Article IV, Section 1, of the bylaws states: “Ex-officio Directors shall 

include the chair of the Foundation’s Research Advisory Committee, the President of the AAN, and the 

Editor-in-Chief of Neurology Now or the Editor-in-Chief’s designee if approved by affirmative vote of a 

majority of the Board, all of whom shall have full voting rights.”  

 

The Board-approved, Editor-in-Chief’s designee is subject to reassessment annually by the Board.  

 

Policy History: Approved by ABF Board of Directors on April 17, 2016. 

 


