
 

 

 

 

1 American Brain Foundation 
2 Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
3 February 24, 2016 
4 Held via Teleconference 
5  
6  
7 Call to order: February 24, 2016 at 1:03 p.m. (Central) by Dr. Griggs, Chair 
8  
9 In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair ; Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Merit  
10 Cudkowicz, MD; John Morris, MD; Raymond Roos, MD; Ira  
11 Shoulson, MD 
12  
13 Staff: Jane Ransom; Suzi Sherman 
14  
15 1. Summary of last meeting:  
16  An update on the strategic planning process was provided – consultants 
17 are conducting their interviews and will present recommendations to the  
18 Strategic Planning Committee and Board in March and April.  
19  Reviewed research funding scenarios for ADHD, Autism, Parkinson’s,  
20 and Lewy Body Dementia.  
21  
22 A more detailed summary of the last meeting can be found on the  
23 Research Advisory Committee secure site under the 1/4/2016 meeting  
24 minutes. 
25  
26 During the AAN’s board meeting a concern was brought up that there is a  
27 lack of communication between the ABF’s board and Research Advisory  
28 Committee and the AAN’s board and Science Committee. To alleviate the  
29 concern, Dr. Griggs will act as liaison between all parties and will attend 
30 the next Science Committee meeting. Moreover, Dr. Griggs and Jane  
31 Ransom attended the Science Committee meeting in Orlando. While they  
32 are hopeful of greater communications and collaboration between the ABF  
33 and AAN, they do not have objections to the Science Committee’s proposed  
34 research agenda. 
35  
36 2. Update on ABF Strategic Implementation Planning: Consultants are  
37 starting to analyze the data and develop recommendations. They will present  
38 their recommendations to the Strategic Planning Committee in March and 
39 to the Board in April. 
40  
41 3. Research Funding Concept – the ABF Brain Research Clearinghouse: 
42 Jane Ransom and Dr. Griggs proposed a concept for the ABF’s future 
43 facilitation of brain research fundraising and funding--a web-based virtual 

https://secure2.convio.net/abf/site/SPageNavigator/ABF_MemberLoginPage.html


 

1 clearinghouse featuring a broad selection of fundable proposals. 
2  
3  Donors of all types would come directly into this comprehensive virtual 
4 clearinghouse to search out and contribute online to specific projects 
5 which appeal to them. They would be inspired to know that all of the 
6 research under the ABF’s umbrella offered them hope, because the 
7 Foundation would only include research proposals which include a solid 
8 case for how discoveries may potentially be applied beyond a specific 
9 disease to other brain diseases.  
10  Single-disease voluntary health organizations would value the ABF 
11 clearinghouse because it would be yet another platform for finding donors 
12 and funding for their research projects. The AAN would also appreciate 
13 the ABF clearinghouse as a place to find some of the funding needed for 
14 its growing research agenda, since its research projects could be posted 
15 there. 
16  The ABF Research Advisory Committee would establish a review process 
17 for vetting research proposals submitted to the ABF. Indeed, the ABF’s 
18 unique research partnership with the American Academy of Neurology 
19 (AAN) would be a powerful draw for donors. Donors would have 
20 confidence in their giving, knowing that the ABF has access to experts 
21 from the AAN to source the most innovative, but high-reward research 
22 cutting across various diseases of the brain.  
23  
24 Committee members were favorable to the concept but pointed out that the  
25 model would not work for all major (high wealth) donors who expect a more 
26 customized approach. Meeting participants agreed that the clearinghouse 
27 could be a tool to assist with, but not replace, staff with the cultivation and 
28 solicitation of major donors. 
29  
30 Another concept discussed was to provide large awards to the top 1-2 RFA’s   
31  annually. This could occur while the clearinghouse in being built.  
32  
33 More details about the research funding concept can be found on the  
34  committee secure site under the 2/24/2016 meeting materials.  
35  
36 4. Next Steps: Committee will be meeting in Vancouver on April 16 from 8:00- 
37 9:00 a.m. PST. Meeting materials will be provided prior to the meeting as  
38 well as the call-in information for those who are not able to attend in person.  
39  
40 Adjourned at 1:53 p.m. CST. 
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