
 
 

 
 

American Brain Foundation Research 
Advisory Committee Meeting Monday, 

November 28, 2016 

Held via Webinar 
 

 
Call to order: Monday, November 28, 2016 at 10:03 a.m. CST by Robert Griggs, MD, Chair. 

 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Eugene Scharf, MD; Carsten Bonneman, MD; Ira 

Shoulson, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Christy Phelps; Lisa De Angelis, MD 
 

Staff: Jane Ransom; Kristi Benson; Suzi Sherman 
 

Excused: Shafali Jeste, MD; John Morris, MD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Raymond Roos, MD 
 

1.  Welcome and introduction of attendees: Dr. Griggs gave a summary of the last 

committee meeting and shared the draft definition of brain disease as well as categories 

of research to be shown on the crowdfunding site. 

 
2.  Game plan for building and launching ABF crowdfunding site: Ms. Ransom shared 

the game plan for the crowdfunding site launch along with all of the ABF partners who 

will be helping to build and provide input on the site. (Please refer to the meeting 

materials for a full timeline.) 

 
3.  Updated Drafts: Please refer to the meeting materials. 

a.  Definition of brain disease 

b.  Categories of research on crowdfunding site 

 
4.  Scientific Review Process: Dr. Griggs shared updates about Scientific Review Process 

discussion, including initial letters that have gone out to establish the Scientific Review 

Panel that will review the crowdfunding project LOI’s. Dr. Scharf will forward draft letters 

that will be sent to both the researchers and donors describing the application and 

donation processes to Jane Ransom. 

a.  Letter to Science Program Chairs: The AAN sent an email from Dr. Griggs 

asking for names of those who may be interested in participating in the LOI 

reviews. As of today, about 60 names have been referred to the ABF. 

b.  Letter of invitation to Scientific Review Panel members: The ABF sent out 

invites to the names referred by the Science Program Chairs. This letter 

introduced the intent of the crowdfunding site and the invitation to participate on 

the review panel. As of today there are 16 people interested in being on the 

panel. Participants have until December 15 to accept the invite. 

c.  Science Committee meeting in Phoenix to establish Specialty Panels: The 

AAN will help to make connections for the ABF to develop a group of reviewers 

for the specialty panels. Once formed, the administration of the new panels will 



be the job of the ABF. 

 
5.  Initial research for beta testing. We need a group of about 25 applicants to participate 

in beta testing for the crowdfunding site. Ms. Ransom shared the list below of groups we 

could select from for the testing. These applicants would go through the full round of the 

application process and the ABF would waive the application fee during this testing 

phase. 

a.  Selective invitations to your colleagues 

b.  ABF’s Clinical Research Training Scholarships 

c.  Invite vetted, but unfunded, CRTS applicants in the 2017 pool to apply: 

Possibly invite the top 10 applicants that were declined for the CRTS program. 

There was discussion regarding the issue of any additional funding and the need 

to return the original funds. Ms. Ransom will discuss the contracts offline with Ms. 

Phelps and team. 

 
6.  Communications Plan: Jane Ransom shared tentative plans for marketing the ABF 

crowdfunding site to researchers. These included: 

a.  Launch the site at the AAN conference (April) 

b.  Letters to/Discussions with VHO’s 

c.  Targeted communications to: 

i.  Your colleagues 

ii.  Neurology societies 

iii.  AAN Section Chairs 

d.  Grand Rounds: Dr. Scharf suggested doing grant rounds at pre-selected sites to 

share the crowdfunding beta-testing. 

 
*Dr. Scharf emphasized that we need a document that thoroughly explains the 

crowdfunding site to use in communications with researchers. 

 
7.  Clinical Research Training Scholarships & Clinician Science Development 

Awards: Ms. Sherman shared a list of Top Prospects for research funding, and asked 

for committee members to contact her if they have helpful connections to these 

organizations. 

 
8.  Collaboration with Science Committee: Please refer to item 4C above. 

 
9.  Adjourn 11:00 am 


