
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monday, October 17, 2016 
Held via Webinar 

 
 

Call to order: Monday, October 17, 2016 at 10:03 a.m. CST by Robert Griggs, MD, Chair. 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Raymond Roos, MD; Eugene 

Scharf, MD; Carsten Bonneman, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; 

Christy Phelps 

Staff: Jane Ransom; Kristi Benson; Suzi Sherman 

Excused: Shafali Jeste, MD; Lisa De Angelis, MD; John Morris, MD 

1. Welcome and introduction of attendees: Dr. Griggs asked for questions or comments 

about the last meeting minutes. No comments made. Minutes approved. 

 

2. ABF’s Definition & Categories of Brain Disease:  

a. Draft Definition: Ms. Ransom shared the draft definition of brain disease, drafted 

by Dr. Griggs, and asked for committee feedback. The purpose of the definition is 

to provide guidance to staff and marketing consultants. The committee agreed to 

shorten the definition to “Diseases of the nervous system including brain, spinal 

cord, muscle, and nerve.”  

b. Crowdfunding Categories: The committee reviewed a draft list and suggested 

that we add more categories or add an “other” category. We should limit the 

categories to be around 15-20 and each category could be expanded to include 

more projects. This should be disease oriented and not mechanism oriented. 

Change Brain Trauma and Brain Tumors to be “Trauma of the nervous system” 

and “Tumors of the nervous system.” 

Change pediatric neurology to neurodevelopmental disorders.  

For the next committee meeting we will review two draft letters: one to potential 

donors explaining what the crowdfunding program is about, and one to potential 

investigators. Dr. Scharf will resend these drafts to Jane Ransom.  

 

3. Clinical Research Training Scholarships & Clinician Science Development 

Awards: Ms. Sherman shared the list of organizations from whom the ABF is seeking 

partnership and funding for continuing or new awards. We are looking for members of 

the committee who can help with an introduction for the ABF and/or attend a meeting. 

Committee members identified these connections: 

 

 AANEM  - Dr. Griggs, Dr. Scharf (knows Eric Sorenson) 



 

 

 Aneurysm & AVM Foundation – May be a problem because they are so 

UCSF-focused. 

 Association for Frontal Temporal Degeneration – Dr. Cudkowicz would 

attend a meeting 

 Headache Foundation – Dr. Griggs (knows Cathy Digre) 

 Harvard Center for Neurodegeneration & Repair – coming off the list 

. 

 

4. Collaboration with Science Committee: Dr. Griggs referred the committee to his 

correspondence with Dr. De Angelis. After some discussion about the relative strengths 

and weaknesses of having a large panel review letters of inquiry for the crowdfunding 

site, it was agreed to establish a panel of about 200 neurologists. The first level of review 

will be to judge whether the project is appropriate, so panel members would not have to 

specialize in the area addressed in the LOI. Never the less, they can be offered the 

choice “Not my area,” in addition to “Yes” and “No.” Ms. Phelps will work with Academy 

staff to identify 200 names. The discussion about who should handle the second 

review—the actual application—will be held over until the Science Committee meeting in 

January. 

 

5. Adjourn 10:45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 


