
 

 

 

 

 
 

American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

September 28, 2018 
3:00 9.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call  
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Raymond Roos, MD, Vice Chair; Mark Mehler, MD; 
John Morris, MD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Natalie Baumgartner 
 
Excused: Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Sue Rodmyre, Director ED AAN; 
Natalia Rost, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Christy Phelps, Deputy ED AAN 
 
Dr. Griggs welcomed the Committee.  
 
Approval of July 27, 2018, Meeting Minutes.  
 
Approved. (Unanimous) 
 
 

1. Crowdfunding Campaign Update: There is one crowdfunding campaign for 

Alzheimer’s Awareness month, and one campaign coming up. The current campaign 

highlights Dr. Werner’s project. It has had good engagement and raised nearly $12,000. 

The Foundation will continue its strategy of choosing one or two crowdfunding projects 

per year as campaigns during disease specific awareness months.  

 

Dr. Scharf’s $15,000 project will be the next Foundation-supported Crowdfunding 

campaign. His project has raised $2600 already, and his department has raised $10,000 

for the project. He is hoping for an early win. The Committee discussed the possibility 

that Dr. Scharf might exceed his original goal, and they agreed that researchers should 

be able to amend their project to incorporate additional funds. This amended project 

would need to be approved by the panel of reviewers.   

 

The Committee also discussed possible conflict of interest with Dr. Scharf being on the 

Committee and participating in the Crowdfunding campaigns. They agreed that it was 

not a conflict of interest due to the Crowdfunding site’s approval process.  

 

2. Foundation’s Presence at the 2019 Annual Meeting: The Foundation did a good job 

of showcasing all its initiatives last year at Annual Meeting. The Committee agreed that 



 

 

the Foundation should replicate last year’s activities, but that the Foundation should 

continue to highlight Crowdfunding successes. It might be possible to have a 

Crowdfunding researcher speak at a luncheon, or another large venue, such as the 

Research Program Luncheon. Additionally, the Foundation could have a video of a 

successful crowdfunding researcher making a pitch during the dead time before 

meetings. Ms. Ransom mentioned that the Foundation does include an ABF slide in the 

walk-in slides.  

 

The Committee agreed that they need a poster-child of a successful crowdfunding 

campaign to entice others to submit their projects. The Committee will be presenting to 

the Science Committee in January and requested that members send any ideas they 

have for Annual Meeting.  

 

3. LBD Awards Update: The Foundation had a conference call with potential donors, Dr. 

Morris, and Dr. McKeith, from Newcastle University. They discussed the proposal to 

raise $5 million for research to advance the diagnostic capability of recognizing LBD by 

developing specific and sensitive biomarkers. The award would go to one investigator or 

split between 2 investigators, who would receive $2.5 million each over five years.  

 

Ms. Williams has given her support to this fund and is urging donors to consider 

contributing to the award. The Foundation is going to be following-up with each of the 

donors to see if they will give an initial gift.  

 

The current LBD Subcommittee would create the selection committee, but there are 

several organizations interested in being consulting partners, including the AAN, who is 

interested in administering the award.  

 

The Foundation does not want to move forward with the award if only a portion of the 

targeted $5 million is achieved. The Committee agreed that this is a model for doing 5 – 

10 big awards in brain diseases, which brings together donor desire and the gaps of 

which researchers are aware. ADNI’s work with the NIH and pharmaceutical companies 

is also an example of how to bring intellectual and financial interest together. The 

Committee agreed that donor initiative should be approached cautiously but realized that 

the Subcommittee was able to address the subtle issues and wrote the award to cater to 

the donor but leave room for researchers to discover.  

 

The Committee agreed that the LBD Fund is a win for the American Brain Foundation.  

 

4. Research Program Update: Dr. Adam’s project is included in the materials, but his 

project has been approved by reviewers. The Committee had no comments or concerns.  

 
Adjourn 2:37 p.m. (Central).  


