
 

 

 

 

 

American Brain Foundation 
Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

November 30, 2018 
3:00 p.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 

Conference Call  
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Raymond Roos, MD, Vice Chair; Mark Mehler, MD; 
John Morris, MD; Christy Phelps, Deputy ED AAN; Sue Rodmyre, Director ED AAN; Eugene 
Scharf, MD, Ira Shoulson, MD 
 
Staff: Suzi Johnson, Natalie Baumgartner 
 
Excused: Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Natalia Rost, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD 
 
Dr. Griggs welcomed the Committee.  
 

1. Recruitment Update: There will be three new Research Advisory Committee members 

starting in January. They will include Dr. James Grotta, a stroke investigator, Dr. Jose 

Cavazos, an epilepsy investigator, and Dr. Phyllis Zee, a sleep investigator. 

 

2. Crowdfunding Strategy Update: The Foundation is shifting its focus in 2019 from 

promoting the crowdfunding site and encouraging researchers to apply, to building its 

base of followers as industry best practices show that a large base (20-30K followers) 

increase the success of crowdfunding campaigns. The crowdfunding site will remain 

active on the Foundation’s website and applications will still be accepted.  

 

The Foundation has learned that researcher participation is critical to a successful 

campaign. It’s important to have campaigns be tangibly accessible to the audience. 

Contributing to a small portion of a project may not be as tangible as curing Alzheimer’s. 

In the future, the crowdfunding site will need to focus on how small amounts of money 

can move science forward. There are questions about conflicts of interest in having 

investigators raise their own money, which is dealt with by the peer review process. The 

crowdfunding site did see success in creating visibility for young faculty members. The 

Foundation will continue to accept crowdfunding projects.  

 

Despite modeling off the Diabetes Research Connection’s crowdfunding site, the 

Foundation has a lack of public awareness. With almost 7,000 followers, the Foundation 

does not have nearly the 20 – 30k followers needed to make campaigns successful. 

Building our audience will make crowdfunding more successful. There is a large 

population who have brain diseases and disorders, so the audience is there.  

Perhaps the broad portfolio of brain diseases and disorders is a hinderance in building 

public awareness as it dilutes the projects and our mission. The Foundation might 



 

 

consider bundling a group of crowdfunding projects or researchers under an umbrella 

brain disease.  

 

Looking at the Diabetes Research Connection’s site, most of the projects are funded at 

$30-50k per project. Most of these projects are already two-thirds funded before they are 

added to the site. The Committee requested that Ms. Johnson schedule a call with the 

Diabetes Research Connection to get more information about their financial analytics of 

their projects.  

 

3. LBD Research Award in Diagnostics Update: The Foundation will be receiving $1.5 

million from the Michael J. Fox Foundation to jumpstart the LBD Diagnostic Award. The 

Mary Groff Charitable Trust has also committed $250,000 toward this award. This brings 

the Foundation to $1.75 million out of the goal of $5.5 million. Dr. Morris, Dr. McKeith, 

Ms. Williams, Ms. Ransom, and Ms. Johnson are talking to several private donors.   

 

4. Research Program Update: There are five active projects on the crowdfunding site. 

The Foundation is still accepting applications, but not actively seeking researchers. New 

crowdfunding researchers are told their responsibility toward raising the funds and are 

told the Foundation’s status.  

 

Dr. Pandey’s application has been accepted for the crowdfunding site. His project 

proposal has been included in the materials. His institution will be pushing the marketing 

of his project. Ms. Johnson will communicate with all reviewers the crowdfunding site’s 

status before the end of the year once a new strategy for the site has been established.  

 

There are seventeen Clinical Research Training Scholarships (CRTS) and Clinician 

Scientist Development Awards (CSDA) confirmed for 2019. The selection process is 

taking place in mid-December. All applicants will be notified of the selection in January. 

To date, there are eight CRTS’s and CSDA’s confirmed for 2020, with continuing 

conversations with partners.  

 

Issue of funder recognition was discussed again, particularly that partner organizations 

and the American Brain Foundation aren’t being recognized by the recipient as the 

funders of their award. The Committee is concerned that too many trainees think they 

are funded by the AAN. Partner organizations might fund a second award if they 

received more recognition.  Ms. Rodmyre clarified that every certificate in 2019 would 

lead with the Foundation and its partner organization, the awards notification letter has 

been changed to highlight the Foundation and funding partner more clearly, and the 

awardee will be required to write a business note of thanks to the partner organizations. 

Before the research breakfast at Annual Meeting, the awardees will be sent an email to 

remind them of who their funders are.  

 

The Committee agreed that the Foundation should be doing a better job of showcasing 

funders at the Annual Meeting, whether through the booth or through a brochure. The 

Committee agreed that thank you notes might not be appropriate in a business setting, 

but there might be other creative ways for the Foundation and the awardees to highlight 

the funding partners. Perhaps the awards letter could include stipulations that the 

awardee is expected to participate in their field of study.  



 

 

 

5. MOTION: Approve the Meeting Minutes of July 27, 2018.  

 
Approved. (Unanimous) 

 
Adjourn 2:32 p.m. (Central).  


