
 

 

 

 

 
American Brain Foundation 

Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
May 25, 2018 

3:00 p.m. ET/ 2:00 p.m. CT/ 1:00 p.m. MT/ 12:00 p.m. PT 
Conference Call  

 

Meeting Minutes 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Raymond Roos, MD, Vice Chair; Merit Cudkowicz, 
MD; Mark Mehler, MD; John Morris, MD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Suzi Sherman, Natalie Baumgartner,  
 
Excused: Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Sue Rodmyre, Director ED AAN; Natalia Rost, MD; Ralph 
Sacco, MD; Christine Phelps, Deputy ED AAN 
 
Dr. Griggs welcomed the Committee.  
 

1. RAC recruitment update: The Research Advisory Committee has appointed a vice 

chair based on performance and active involvement. Dr. Roos will act as Vice Chair of 

this Committee. 

 

2. Annual Meeting Debrief: 

 

a. Research Program Luncheon: There were presentations by the CRTS and 

CSDA recipients, showcasing over 20 people. They had enough time for 

presentations and one or two questions. All the funding partners were in 

attendance. It was a great event.  

 

b. ELA Stage Presentation: Dr. Mehler presented on the new crowdfunding site. 

There were about 20 people in attendance. Attendees asked if they could include 

their salary as part of the project proposal. According to its policy, the Foundation 

allows researchers to include up to 10% of the total project budget for indirects. 

Ms. Sherman will send the policy to the Committee for review. They asked if they 

could mix and match grant applications on the same topic. Dr. Mehler told them 

that they could.  

 

Dr. Mehler discussed the Crowdfunding initiative as a new platform that might be 

better served by raising funds for specific disease areas rather than individual 

researchers and their projects. Crowdfunding is very personal. Dr. Griggs 

acknowledged this topic and explained that marketing the crowdfunding site has 

been ongoing for four months, and there will be a lot of discussion about 

crowdfunding moving forward.  

 



 

 

c. Research Symposium: Dr. Scharf presented at the Innovation Hub and the 

Research Career Symposium. The presentation at the Innovation Hub was not 

well attended, but this could be because the name and time were wrong by 30-

minutes. The primary questions were around idea theft. The presentation at the 

Research Career Symposium was well attended with over 60 people. Some 

questions were around international investigators, projects that are underfunded, 

salary support, and idea theft.  

 

The Committee agreed that idea theft has not been discussed during these calls, 

but the consensus was that this was an issue for most grants. The language on 

the website is also vague enough that it is not a practical concern, and idea theft 

would be difficult to accomplish.  

 

3. American Brain Foundation’s statement on mental illness: The mental illness 

statement written by Dr. Mehler is going to be put into practice. Ms. Sherman drafted a 

memo proposing to create a new disease category on the crowdfunding site 

“Neuropsychiatry”. The FAQs for the crowdfunding site will include the mental illness 

statement. It will be up to the researcher to prove how neurology and psychiatry meet in 

their project. Dr. Roos will present the mental illness statement at the upcoming AAN 

Science Committee meeting. 

 

The Committee agreed that a term such as “Mental Illness” or “Mental Health in 

Neurological Diseases” should be a category title. Ms. Sherman will come up with the 

best category based on this feedback. There is overlap between psychiatry and 

neurology, and psychiatrists should be notified of the crowdfunding site becoming 

available to their proposals.  

 

4. Lewy Body Dementia (LBD) Subcommittee meeting: This subcommittee will be 

designing two awards: 1) a career development award for an early stage investigator in 

LBD; and 2) a larger award designed to support the research of an established 

investigator. LBD bridges several disciples, so many people can apply. The 

subcommittee will be looking at other awards in the field, and the Committee would need 

to approve the overall awards.  

 

5. Donor Advised Fund: The Foundation has Donor Advised Funds. These funds go 

through the Research Advisory Committee for approval, when it does not go through the 

AAN process. The Committee is sometimes asked to recommend research funding 

opportunities to the Foundation, and the Foundation would like to have documentation in 

place about what is required for an investigator to submit a project for this money.  

 

Approval of March 23, 2018 Meeting Minutes.  
 
Approved. (Unanimous) 

 

Adjourn 2:45 p.m. (Central).  


