
   

 

Committee Members 

Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Robert Griggs, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; 

John Morris, MD; Raymond Roos, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD; Eugene Scharf, 

MD; Natalia Rost, MD; Christy Phelps, Deputy ED AAN; Sue Rodmyre, AAN, Catherine 

Rydell, AAN 

Staff Jane Ransom, Suzi Sherman 

1. Approve March 23, 2018 minutes (p. 1) Dr. Griggs 

2. RAC recruitment update 

a. Vice Chair  Dr. Griggs  

3. Annual Meeting debrief 

a. Research Program Luncheon 

b. ELA stage 

c. Research Symposium 

Dr. Griggs 

 

Dr. Mehler 

Dr. Scharf 

4. American Brain Foundation’s statement on mental illness 

a. Refer to the memo (p. 5) 
Jane Ransom & Suzi Sherman 

5. Report to AAN Science Committee meeting on June 21  Jane Ransom 

6. Donor advised fund recommendation requirements 
a. Refer to the memo (p. 6) 

Jane Ransom  

Adjourn 
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American Brain Foundation 

Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
March 23, 2018 

11:00 a.m. ET/ 10:00 a.m. CT/ 9:00 a.m. MT/ 8:00 a.m. PT 
Conference Call  

 

Meeting Minutes 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Carsten Bonnemann, MD; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; 
Mark Mehler, MD; John Morris, MD; Raymond Roos, MD; Ralph Sacco, MD; Eugene Scharf, 
MD; Ira Shoulson, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Suzi Sherman, Stephanie Olson, Natalie 
Baumgartner, Catherine Rydell, CAE 
 
Excused: Sue Rodmyre, Director ED AAN; Natalia Rost, MD; Christy Phelps, Deputy ED AAN 
 
 
Approval of January 26, 2018 Meeting Minutes.  
 
Approved. (Unanimous) 

 
1. Crowdfunding Updates:  

  
a. MS Campaign Updates: Ms. Olson gave the Committee an overview of lessons 

learned from the TBI campaign. The results of the TBI campaign included 
awareness for compelling messaging, growth in followers, and $1,500 general 
donations through Facebook. People did not donate to specific projects, but the 
Foundation feels that the increased donations on Facebook can be directly 
attributed to the TBI Campaign.  
 
The plan for the MS Campaign involves social media posts, emails, AAN cross-
promotion, a patient video, a press release, partnerships, and the use of 
Synapse. Thus far, the Foundation has seen an increase in followers by 700 
individuals and $300 in donations on the project. Most of the donations have 
come in from the email campaign. 
 
The Foundation needs to determine a business strategy, marketing strategy, and 
how to continue to build an audience. The Foundation needs to determine the 
quantity of projects that should be on the site along with the variety. For 
marketing strategy, the Foundation needs to figure out the right mix of social 
media, press, and traditional marketing platforms to build interest. To build an 
audience, the Foundation will need to have fresh and new content regularly.  
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The Foundation is trying to establish a marketing relationship with the National 
MS Society and build off the current research relationship. This is a culturally 
different relationship for the National MS Society, who does not support individual 
research projects normally. Dr. Roos offered to help establish a stronger 
relationship with the National MS Society. The Foundation is continuing to 
establish marketing relationships with other organizations.  
 
The Committee wanted to know more about the business strategy behind the 
crowdfunding site. They acknowledged that it might not be beneficial to put a cap 
on proposals. It might be useful to create a press kit for investigators so that they 
can leverage the Foundation’s brand. Ms. Olson agreed that more projects make 
the site look credible, but that the Foundation wants to establish roles and 
responsibilities of the researchers and the Foundation before creating a press kit.  
 

b. Annual Meeting Updates: The Committee agreed that Synapse Sections should 
be used to build awareness for the crowdfunding site. The Committee wanted to 
know how they could get more information on the Crowdfunding site out at 
Annual Meeting 2018. Dr. Scharf and Ms. Olson will both be presenting to the 
current and past research award recipients. There will be walk-in slides about the 
crowdfunding site and Foundation, in general, at all the Section meetings, and 
the Board and this Committee will be contacted with talking points for any 
meeting that they are attending. Dr. Sacco will be making a pitch at the Frontiers 
Plenary to get the crowdfunding site in front of a broad audience.  
 

c. LetsGetProof: Dr. Scharf introduced LetsGetProof, a next generation site for 
scientific research where researchers can crowdsource the scientific review 
process. Researchers can ask questions and ask experts for review of their 
project.  
 
Dr. Scharf asked for the support of the Committee to initiate a cross-promotional 
opportunity. The Foundation would put our information on their website and vice 
versa. This opportunity would complement the Crowdfunding site. Stroke was 
LetsGetProof’s original focus, but they are expanding to include other disease 
areas. The Committee agreed to let Dr. Scharf draft a proposal of the envisioned 
relationship and present this to the Committee.  

 
2. American Brain Foundation’s statement on mental illness: Dr. Mehler considered 

current research on mental illness/disorders and cross-examined the current field of 
neurological illness/disease research for commonalities. His goal is to establish a stance 
for the Foundation on mental illness/disorder research. Dr. Mehler acknowledged that 
there might be complimentary translational and clinical research that touches on 
psychiatric and neurologic disorders. Dr. Mehler will create a statement on translational 
research and create subsections where commonalities might be found, which would 
make for appropriate proposals.  
 

3. RAC succession plan: This Committee is an elected committee. Each member gets 
three, two-year terms. Many current members will end their second term in 2019, and it 
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is the Governance Committee’s (GOV) goal to populate this Committee in such a way 
that it will not lose a large group of members at one time.  
 
The GOV proposes to extend Dr. Scharf’s term by one year. (He accepted.) The GOV 
would also like to establish a criterion around who should be chosen to join the RAC. 
The Committee questioned if non-neurologists should be included on the RAC. The RAC 
was created to give scientific expertise and advise the Foundation on research projects 
and funding scientific funding opportunities beyond the AAN.  The Committee agreed 
that the topic of non-neurologists on the RAC would be approached at the next Board 
meeting.  
 

4. X-Prize: The Foundation has reached out to the X Prize Foundation to see if our current 
X-Prize committee on Alzheimer’s would be able to collaborate with their existing 
Alzheimer’s X Prize. The Foundation has set up a call with them to determine how we 
can help each other. The logistics of the X-Prize award from the X Prize Foundation will 
be finalized in October.  
 
The Foundation has also found a group of donors who would like to advance the 
development, recognition, and understanding of Lewy Bodies Dementia (LBD). These 
donors have specific questions about how to advance diagnostics, and are interested in 
developing a high value award to develop a true-diagnostic. They need advisory work by 
scientists to help frame the award in a way that is beneficial and correct. This would be a 
time-limited group. Dr. Morris agreed to chair this time-limited committee. The RAC will 
help populate it with individuals who have expertise and interest in LBD.  
 

Adjourn 3:00 p.m. (Central).  
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TO: American Brain Foundation Research Advisory Committee 
  

FROM: Suzi Sherman, Program Officer, Research & Digital Grants  
 

DATE: May 25, 2018 
 

SUBJECT: Implementation strategy for ABF’s mental illness statement  
 

 

Dear Research Advisory Committee,  

 

In March, Dr. Mehler presented a statement about the American Brain Foundation’s position on 
mental illness in relation to its Research Program. The statement (which is enclosed) was 
approved by the RAC. Below are recommended next steps to begin integrating the statement 
into practice through our Research Program. 

 

• Create new “Neuro-psychiatry” disease category on crowdfunding site 
o Crowdfunding applicants will be able to select this category for their project  

• Update crowdfunding “Researcher FAQs” to include a question about funding projects 
that include research on mental illness  

• Begin conversations with AAN/AANI about offering CRTS’s/CSDA’s that include research 
on mental illness  

 

Please let me know if you have questions about or changes to these recommended next steps. 

 

Thank you, 

Suzi  
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TO: American Brain Foundation Research Advisory Committee 
  

FROM: Suzi Sherman, Program Officer, Research & Digital Grants  
 

DATE: May 25, 2018 
 

SUBJECT: Required documentation for Donor Advised Fund recommendations  
 

 

Dear Research Advisory Committee,  

 

This committee is responsible for recommending research funding priorities to the American 
Brain Foundation’s Board of Directors, including which research projects to fund. To ensure the 
RAC is equipped with the necessary information to make the best recommendations, the 
following information about each grant request will be provided to the RAC: 

• Project summary, including: 
o Facilities and equipment 
o Specific aims 
o Research strategy 
o Milestones 

• Budget 
• PI bio-sketch 
• Proof of IRB or IUCAC approval or exemption 
• Financial disclosure & conflicts of interest information 
• Letter of support from institution 
• Scientific literature references 
• Letter of support from donor, if grant will be made from a donor advised fund   

 

Please let me know if you have questions or changes to this list.   

 

Thank you, 

Suzi  
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