
 

 

 

 

 
American Brain Foundation 

Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
January 26, 2018 

11:00 a.m. ET/ 10:00 a.m. CT/ 9:00 a.m. MT/ 8:00 a.m. PT 
Conference Call  

 

Meeting Minutes 
 
In attendance: Robert Griggs, MD, Chair; Merit Cudkowicz, MD; Mark Mehler, MD; Raymond 
Roos, MD; Eugene Scharf, MD; Ira Shoulson, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Suzi Sherman, Stephanie Olson, Natalie 
Baumgartner 
 
Excused: Carsten Bonnemann, MD; John Morris, MD; Sue Rodmyre, Director ED AAN; 
Natalia Rost, MD; Christy Phelps, Deputy ED AAN; Ralph Sacco, MD 
 
Dr. Griggs welcomed Dr. Mehler to the Research Advisory Committee, and introduced him as 
the Professor and Chair at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. His research includes 
fundamental mechanisms of neurological disease, and he has worked with the AAN Science 
Committee in the past.  
 
Agenda items were reordered.  

 
1. Crowdfunding:  Ms. Olson led the Committee in a brief overview of the Foundation’s 

strategy for marketing the crowdfunding site. This strategy revolves around increasing 

brand awareness, increasing donations on the site to get fully funded projects, and to 

market the site in the context of the Foundation’s overall mission.  

 

The Foundation will create a set of general messaging around the platform and use that 

in three campaigns launched in 2018. These campaigns include: a Traumatic Brain 

Injury Campaign, an MS Campaign, and an Alzheimer’s Campaign. The goal will be to 

create large campaigns that focus on the same disease and put a little extra energy into 

marketing these. The Foundation will also create a toolkit for researchers and partners 

on how to market a single project to get everyone on the same page. Eventually, the 

Foundation will also add their CRTS’s to the site to increase the number of projects 

listed.  

 

Current projects are not being removed from the site because the Foundation has not 

put marketing support behind these projects. They will get an extension until they 

receive a unique marketing strategy and get a push from the Foundation. At the end of 

the marketing push, their project will be removed to make room for a new project.  

 

The Committee agreed that this organized effort to market the crowdfunding site is 

positive. They wanted to understand how the Foundation will be targeting 



 

 

patients/caregivers, companies, and similar foundations in their marketing efforts. The 

Foundation considers patients and caregivers to be a part of the “general public”. The 

Foundation will court other foundations as funders through the MS campaign, and they 

will be utilized as key players to broaden our reach. The Foundation has not strategized 

on how to reach companies, but it is in the pipeline.  

 

The March MS Campaign will center around Dr. Jung’s project. He is from the 

Weizmann Institute, and the funding for his project has already been reached. The donor 

of this project wants to promote crowdfunding, and he suggested using his funds to build 

excitement around the site. The Foundation will partner with the American Committee at 

the Weizmann Institute to promote the project, but the staff needs help reaching out to 

the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Dr. Roos agreed to introduce the Foundation to 

the National MS Society.  

 

The Foundation could use help with awareness amongst neurologists, especially 

amongst the AAN MS Section. Dr. Roos agreed to post this project in the MS Section 

portal as long as he knew what the Foundation would be asking the neurologists for. Ms. 

Ransom noted that it would not be a fundraising appeal but an awareness appeal for 

researchers to learn about the site.  

 

2. Annual Meeting Opportunities: There have been several opportunities presented to 

the Foundation to promote the Crowdfunding site. On Monday, April 23, the Foundation 

will present on how to apply for the site, marketing strategy for individual projects, and 

the expected roles and responsibilities of the researcher. Dr. Scharf has been willing to 

present from the researcher perspective.  

 

The Foundation will also be presenting at the Experiential Learning Stage on Thursday, 

April 26 with three timeslots. The Foundation will fill these timeslots with three topics:  

crowdfunding from the researcher perspective, the Foundation’s mission, and marketing 

a crowdfunding site. The Foundation needs individuals to present on its behalf. The goal 

is to create interest amongst researchers to submit projects.  

 

The Committee agreed that creating a buzz around the crowdfunding site would be 

much easier with a successful project on the site.  

 

3. Research Funding Status: On page eight of the meeting materials, there is a status of 

where the Foundation at in the 2018 and 2019 awards. Originally, 2018 was supposed to 

have 13 awards, two of these awards were deferred until 2019. The Foundation will be 

notifying all 2018 award recipients soon. For 2019, eight awards contracts have been 

signed, seven are pending.  

 

4. X-Prize: Dr. Morris was to give an update on the progress of the X-Prize, but the 

Foundation has not heard back from the richest man in the world and needs to consider 

what they will do with individuals recruited to the X-Prize Committee.  

 

5. Science Committee Meeting: Dr. Griggs met with the AAN Science Committee to 

update them on the Crowdfunding site. He noticed a disconnect between activities at the 

AAN and the Foundation. Ms. Ransom acknowledged that the AAN is appreciative of the 



 

 

Foundation’s efforts to expand the CRTS program. The Foundation can start raising 

money for AAN activities beyond CRTS’s and reach out to some pharmaceutical 

companies. There is disconnect between what they do and what the Foundation is 

doing, but the leadership of both organizations are trying to correct that.  

 

Dr. Griggs pointed out that many fellows, who are funded by the Foundation do not know 

that the Foundation has supported them. The Foundation is working on letters to make 

sure that the Foundation is acknowledged. The public should know that the Foundation 

is a source of most of the philanthropy that the AAN is supporting and benefiting from.  

Moving forward, Ms. Sherman will be the liaison for this Committee. Ms. Ransom will continue 

to be an active member. 

Adjourn 9:48 a.m. (Central).  


