
 

 

 

 

American Brain Foundation 
Governance Committee Meeting 

August 20, 2018 
10:00 a.m. ET/ 9:00 a.m. CT/ 8:00 a.m. MT/ 7:00 a.m. PT 

Conference Call 
 
In attendance: Kevin Goodno, Dan Gasby, A. Gordon Smith, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Natalie Baumgartner 
 
Excused: John Mazziotta, MD; Catherine Rydell, CAE 

 
Mr. Goodno welcomed everyone and discussed the agenda for the meeting.  

Approval of meeting minutes from July 16, 2018.  

Approved. (Unanimous) 

1. Election of David Dodick, MD, at the Board meeting of September 16: Dr. Dodick 

will be attending the Board meeting in September, and his election will be the first order 

of business. Jane Ransom has notified the full Board of the election and no concerns 

have been raised by any of the members. Dr. Dodick is helping the Foundation move 

forward with the Athlete Brain Health Fund and the Commitment to Cures Committee. 

Dr. Dodick recently chaired the AAN’s Sports Concussion Conference. The Committee 

members agreed that it is important to bring him onto the Board now to help move these 

projects forward. Dr. Dodick will be elected to a first term ending on 12/31/19, filling the 

vacancy left by Dr. Miller’s resignation.  

 

2. Draft Slate for 2019:  

 

a. Neurologists: There are two neurologists spots open for terms beginning on 

1/1/19. Once confirmed by Cathy Rydell, we expect Dr. Petersen to move 

forward to fill one of those positions. Dr. Brenda Banwell is a strong candidate, 

but her candidacy is on hold until after the Foundation and the AAN have 

completed our future partnership planning in February 2019, which will address 

the relationship between the two Boards.  

 

The Foundation will also have a discussion with AAN about the ex officio Board 

position given to Brain & Life magazine. If Brain & Life no longer receives an ex 

officio position, the Governance Committee strongly agrees that Dr. Joseph 

Sirven be moved into a regular director position on the Board.  

 

The Committee agreed to put Dr. Petersen on the slate, and to keep the extra 

position open pending the discussions with AAN.  

 



 

b. Non-neurologists: Sharon Klein, the President of Wilmington Trust, is excited to 

be on the slate for election to the Board for a first term beginning January 1, 

2019. She was highly recommended by Marty Shenkman and Jane Ransom has 

met with her in person. Ms. Ransom reported that Ryan Watts is unable to join 

our Board at this time. Gabe Gelman and Julia Wallace as other non-neurologists 

with whom we will be talking to about joining the Board in the future. They may 

not be ready to join in 2019.  

 

The Committee agreed to push Ms. Klein’s nomination forward to the Board.  

 

3. Board Committee Structure – Continuing Discussion: After discussing options 

presented by Jane Ransom, the Committee agreed to recommend to the Board that the 

Foundation should move forward with the following committees: 

 

a. Executive Committee 

b. Compensation Committee 

c. Governance Committee 

d. Research Advisory Committee 

e. Finance Committee 

f. Commitment to Cures Committee (ad hoc) 

This will mean retiring the Strategic Planning Committee as a standing committee of the 

Board, although a Strategic Planning Committee may be established on an ad hoc basis 

at any time for purposes of strategic planning. It will also mean adding a Finance 

Committee. 

 

The Governance Committee discussed how the proposed structure relates to the larger 

need for framing engaging strategic discussions for Board meetings. The members felt 

that these discussions should be planned through the Executive Committee, and that the 

Executive Committee can exercise the option of delegating the planning of certain 

discussions to other members of the Board. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:29 a.m. CT 


