
 

 

 

 

American Brain Foundation 
Governance Committee Meeting 

April 16, 2018 
10:00 a.m. ET/ 9:00 a.m. CT/ 8:00 a.m. MT/ 7:00 a.m. PT 

Conference Call 
 
In attendance: Kevin Goodno, Dan Gasby, John Mazziotta, MD; Catherine Rydell, CAE; A. 
Gordon Smith, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Natalie Baumgartner 
 
Excused: Bruce Miller, MD 

 
Mr. Goodno welcomed everyone and discussed the agenda for the meeting.  

Approval of meeting minutes from March 19, 2018.  

Approved. (Unanimous) 

1. Resignation of Edgar J. Kenton, III, MD: Dr. Kenton resigned from his position on the 

Board. This creates an opening for a neurologist member. The Board has two options: 1) 

Let this neurologist spot stay open; and 2) Use this as an opportunity to fill the position 

with another neurologist, perhaps one currently on the AAN’s Board.  

 

Dr. Smith pointed out the importance of having more overlap between the AAN and ABF 

boards, to enhance communication and understanding, despite the need to manage 

conflicts. Since the last committee meeting, Ms. Rydell and Drs. Sacco and Smith 

developed a list of individuals to consider from the AAN’s board. The committee 

members are interested in approaching Dr. Brenda Banwell due to her geographic 

location and her experience with fundraising. The Committee will still need to pick two 

new neurologists and two new public members in addition to filling Dr. Kenton’s term. 

Ms. Ransom highlighted recent conversations with Dr. Francis Jenson, Neurology 

Department Chair at the University of Pennsylvania, and suggested that she be 

considered for the Board because of her high-level connections. There was discussion 

about the merits and demerits of having two Board members from the same institution.  

 

Recruitment strategy for new 2019 Board members: The Committee responded to a 

poll regarding who should be approached to join our Board. The top picks for 

neurologists are: Stephen Hauser, Jim Grotta, and David Dodick. Ms. Ransom 

highlighted three new additions to the list of potential neurologists:  

a) Francis Jenson, MD 

b) John Morris, MD  

c) Ron Petersen, MD  



 

Mr. Goodno suggested that the Committee create a short list of five neurologists. They 

are: Jim Grotta, Stephen Hauser, David Dodick, Francis Jenson, and Ron Petersen.  

Looking at the public (i.e., non-neurologist) options, Ms. Ransom highlighted an addition 

to the list. This would be Sharon Klein, who is the president of the Wilmington Trust in 

New York.  

The Committee developed a short list of four non-neurologists: Sharon Klein, Julia 

Wallace, Gabe Gelman, and Ryan Watts.  

Mr. Goodno and Ms. Ransom will develop a plan of outreach, which will include 

members of this Committee and the Board, depending on who is the best connection.  

The Committee discussed the process of finding public Board members. They agreed 

that in the future it might be worthwhile to approach a firm to help the Foundation find its 

public Board members.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:36 a.m. CT 


