
 

 

 

 

American Brain Foundation 
Governance Committee Meeting 

March 19, 2018 
10:00 a.m. ET/ 9:00 a.m. CT/ 8:00 a.m. MT/ 7:00 a.m. PT 

Conference Call 
 
In attendance: Kevin Goodno, Dan Gasby, John Mazziotta, MD; A. Gordon Smith, MD 
 
Staff: Jane Ransom, Shelly Collins Rucks, Natalie Baumgartner 
 
Excused: Bruce Miller, MD; Catherine Rydell, CAE 

 
Mr. Goodno welcomed everyone and discussed the agenda for the meeting.  

1. Research Advisory Committee succession plan update: The recommended 

succession plan for the Research Advisory Committee (RAC) was reviewed. At least two 

new members need to be recruited annually to maintain 9-10 members. Members of the 

Governance Committee agreed to the plan, which had been previously reviewed by both 

Dr. Griggs and Mr. Goodno.  

 

2. Recruitment strategy for new 2019 Board members: The Committee sent out a 

survey to Board members to suggest prospects. The Committee reviewed the names 

which were divided into two lists—one of neurologists, and one of non-neurologists. The 

next step will be for Governance Committee members to make a short list of candidates 

to be approached over the summer. Staff will ask committee members to pick their top 

three in each category. The neurologists should be considered for how connected they 

are to communities for fundraising purposes rather than for their resumes. The 

neurologists need to be networkers and connectors for the Foundation.  

 

The Committee agreed that it is also important to look at the geographic representation. 

The Board is under-represented in several metropolitan areas with high concentrations 

of wealthy individuals, such as, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, and Boston. The Board is 

trying to build up spheres of influence in Los Angeles, California.  

 

Dr. Smith has also suggested bringing on another AAN Board member, who can act as a 

voice for the Foundation. Dr. Smith and Ms. Rydell will consult with Dr. Sacco and make 

a recommendation.   

 

For public members, geographic location is still a priority, but the individual must have 

connections to philanthropy and a personal connection to a brain disease. The 

committee agreed to remove the spouses of politicians from the list.  Other prospects 

who we have spoken with, but who haven’t expressed strong interest, should be 

removed from the list. An updated list will be sent out to all Governance Committee 

members. Each member will email back their top three favorites. A short list will be 

created for review at the next meeting.  



 

 

3. Should AAN President-Elect serve on our Board? Mr. Goodno wanted the 

Committee to start thinking about who should be on the Board automatically, and who 

should not. Should there be a slot for the AAN President, AAN CEO, Neurology Now, 

and the RAC Chair? Are there any positions that should be considered in addition or 

instead of? This topic will be reserved for a future meeting.  

Approval of meeting minutes from February 20, 2018.  

Approved. (Unanimous) 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:35 a.m. CT 

 

 

 
 


