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APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

1. Criteria 
 

a. Scope  
All submissions should be clinical neuroscience focused and clearly explain 
how the research activities will contribute to the cure of neurological 
disorders. An executive summary project proposal in nontechnical language 
available for general viewing will be required for listing. 
 

b. Ethical Criteria 
In order to ensure that investigator proposals adhere to standards of ethical 
conduct in research the ABF will define the following criteria for acceptable 
submissions: 

 

i. Current regional or institutional IRB or IACUC review and approval; OR 
ii. Documentation of IRB review exempt status (e.g., proposals utilizing 

public databases, software/app development);  

AND 

iii. Completion of a Financial Disclosures and Conflicts of Interest Form. 
 

c. Budget 
i. A project budget must accompany each application 
ii. Total request may not exceed $50,000. Applicants must document that 

30% of the total project budget has been secured prior to submitting their 
applications. 

 
2. Application Process 

 
a. Timeline 

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. 
 

b. Process 
i. Submit letter of inquiry (LOI) over ABF website 
ii. After review of LOI, ABF invites applicant to complete a full application 

or declines 
iii. Submit full application over ABF website with application fee of $100. 
iv. After review of application, ABF agrees or declines to post application 

on its crowdfunding site. 



 

 

 

 

CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGNS 

1. Fundraising 
 

a. Time Limits 
Once a project is approved for posting the initial campaign is 90 days. If the 
project is not fully funded in that timeframe, then the project can be extended 
in 30 day increments until the project is funded, with approval from ABF and 
the Researcher. 
 

b. Funding Shortfalls 
i. In the event of a campaign funding shortfall, the Research Advisory 

Committee may choose to work with the researcher in an effort to 
modify the project and budget and still achieve important results. 

ii. The ABF Board of Directors may choose to provide supplementary 
funding to projects with great promise.  

iii. If a project cannot be fully funded after exhausting all options, we will 
re-allocate the funds to other projects or to our General Research 
Fund. 

iv. Donors who have contributed $5,000 or more to such a project may 
redirect the funds to a different project, or opt to have their donation 
returned. 
 

2. Grants 
 

a. Recipients 
The institution with whom the researcher is affiliated is the grant recipient to 
whom checks will be written. 
 

b. Reporting Requirements 
i. Once a project has been completed, researcher must submit  

1. Summary of findings to be posted online 
2. Financial report 

 
ii. Researcher agrees to co-sign a thank you letter with ABF to each  

 
SCIENTIFIC REVIEW PROCESS 
 

1. Phase 1 

 

a. Letter of Intent (LOI) Submitted 



 

 

Researchers submit a 1-page LOI which is then reviewed by the Scientific 

Review Committee (SRC), who vets the concept for novelty and scientific 

merit. The SRC is comprised of 80+ neurologists. The SRC provides a ‘yes’ 

or ‘no’ on whether the LOI gets approved. 

 

b. Grant Application Prepared & Submitted 

If the scientific concept is approved, the applicant is then asked to submit a 

detailed 3-page Grant Application. (Between approving the LOI and the grant 

application submission, it typically takes 1- to 2-months.) 

 

2. Phase 2 

 

a. Specialty Advisory Panel (SAP) Reviews Application 

The grant application is scrutinized by the SAP – 3 members of the SRC who 

have expertise in the applicant’s area of interest. (This review typically takes 

about 1-week.)  

 

3. Phase 3 

 

a. Website Video Presentation Developed  

i. If two of the three people from the SAP approve the project based on 

innovation, feasibility and potential impact, the applicant is invited to 

create a video presentation to post on the ABF’s crowdfunding 

website. In doing so, they work with ABF-designated staff or consultant 

to help translate complex, jargon-heavy descriptions into engaging, 

easy-to-understand website presentations that will have the greatest 

chance of being funded.  

 

b. Funding Process Begins.  

The ABF will typically give each project a 3-month timeframe to raise funds. If 

a project is not fully funded in that time, they usually provide some flexibility to 

the scientist to keep project posted a little longer. 

 

c. Research is Conducted. 

 The research itself takes place over the course of 1-year. During this time, 

both donors who contributed to funding the research, as well as the SRC, are 

provided with ongoing updates.    

 
 


